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From the Editor 


This is our sixth issue of 
Times .10 bringing our first year to 
a completion. There are lots of 
things to say and everyone around 
our city has been putting in their 
comments, articles and thoughts 
to help us out. Actually, it isthe one 
thing that makes Edmonton 
different from the rest. We did not 
have any utopian dreams when 
this publication began nor are we 
pretending to be something that 
we are not. We are homosexuals! 
Times .10 was started due to a 
need for an avenue of expression 
within a homosexual owned media. 
We saw a need to let everyone 
know that we have plenty going on 
in our city. We have issues to deal 
with as any living individual has 
regardless of gender. During the 
first week of October we have one 
giant issue to look at: AIDS. AIDS 
Awareness Week goes from Oct 3 
to 9th. It is a fight for life! AIDS is 
moving across this planet like a 
giant steam roller. Get out to some 
of the many events planned during 
the week and talk, read and listen 
in order to bring your knowledge 
base up to date. To all of our 18 to 
25 year old readers we urge you to 
read and ask lots of questions. An 
alarm is going out to you, as new 
HIV infections in your age group 
has taken a huge leap over the 
past two years. 

Of course, we homosexuals, 
do like to keep up a good fight in 
Alberta. Mention the words “equal 
rights" around most Alberta 
politicians and watch them run and 
hide. Some are willing to talk and 
we have acommentary in this issue 
from one such MLA, Michael Henry. 
The conservatives were too busy 
getting ready for Halloween where 
they get to wearwhite dresses with 
pointy white hats, so we never 
heard from them.As far as Ralph is 
concerned, well, he was gone 
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missing atthe party in Toronto just like 
he used todo when he lived in Calgary. 
Speaking of which, we do have a new 
Emperor and Empress (lovely couple) 
and Gib has written up a short story of 
“getting balled” for you in this issue. 
Something about some Corn and 
Tokens thing that we are certain deals 
directly with the elected persons. You 
must ask Gretchen and Jim the 
meaning behind this title. 

The Youth group is very active 
this fall and we received a calendar of 
events for publication. Their calendar 
is interesting and informative. With 
this came two stories about Coming 
Out which are easy to read and 
humorous. Any of our readers are 
welcome to submit personal stories 
about getting to that point in reality. 

We hear that volunteers are 
always needed for all the various 
groups so pick up the phone and get 
involved. Doing service work is a way 
to meet and bring new people into 
your life. It also takes the pain of 
loneliness out of the heart. The 
Northern Titans are staging a 
Tournament in November that will go 
for an entire weekend. Those ten pin 
balls sure are heavy so we wish them 
lots of luck! 

On our cover is Brad Fraser 
who is back in Edmonton for the 
Canadian premier of Poor Super Man. 
There’s astory in this issue about Brad 
so read and enjoy! We are very proud 
of you Brad. 

On a final note for this first year 
of our publication we wantto send love 
and thanks to our Advertisers. Support 
them, because they support you in 
ways not always seen. Lots of people 
from every walk of life read this 
magazine but it is only through the 
support of the advertisers that this 
magazine is published. Times .10 
magazine is a community based 
publication for you, and those you 
choose to call friends. Enjoy! 
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News on HIV/AIDS 


The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) National 
AIDS Clearinghouse makes 
available this information as a 
public service only. Providing. this 
information does not constitute 
endorsement by the CDC, the 
CDC Clearinghouse, or any other 
organization. Reproduction of this 
text is encouraged: however, 
copies may not be sold, and the 
CDC Clearinghouse should be 
cited as the source of this infor- 
mation. Copyright 1993, Informa- 
tion, Inc., Bethesda, MD 


“Vietnam Figures Suggest AIDS Spreading” 
Reuters 

According to data released today, HIV in 
Vietnam—which used to be found mainly in 
prostitutes and drug addicts—has begun to spread 
to the general population. The National AIDS 
Committee reported the cases of two female 
government employees and one of their 
children—groups previously thought to be at low 
risk. The Vietnam government says that is has 
a plan that will detect HIV in pregnant women, 
educate children about HIV and AIDS, and fight 
venereal diseases. 


“Inmates Show High HIV Rates” Toronto 
Globe and Mail 

British Columbia researchers have found that 
at least 1 percent of men and 3.3 percent of 
women in the province’s prisons are infected 
with HIV. If the pattern is the same throughout 
Canada, asthe researchers believe, then the HIV- 
infected concentration is unique to the prisons, 
as only 0.1 percent of the general Canadian 
population is HIV-positive. Dr. Diane Rothon, 
head of the research team, says that immediate 


action is necessary to reduce the spread of AIDS 
within prisons. Inmates are only in provincial 
prisons just under two years maximum, she 
notes, and when they leave, the risk for spreading 
the disease can increase. Provincial Canadian 
prisons already provide condoms, and bleach for 
cleaning infected needles. 


“Zimbabwe Human Rights Group Attacks 
AIDS Ban Law” Reuters 

The Catholic Commission for Justice and 
Peace attacked demands by some Zimbabwe 
legislators at a parliamentary seminar on AIDS 
for laws to ban foreigners infected with HIV 
from entering the country. Mike Auret, said the 
laws would infringe on people’s human rights 
and would also undermine the country’s tourist 
industry. The organization made a similar plea 
to the United States last year when U.S. law- 
makers approved a bill barring those who are 
HIV-positive from entering the United 
States.Between 600,000 and 800,000 of 
Zimbabwe’s 10 million people are infected with 
HIV. 


News 
From 
the 

Battlefront 


“U.S. Bioscience Inc.” Wall Street Journal 

U.S. Bioscience announced Tuesday that it received approval from 
the European Economic Community to sell Ethyol and NeuTrexin in 
Europe. Ethyol, still under reviewby the Food and Drug Administration, 
isan infection-fighting drug. NeuTrexin isa treatment for pnuemocystis 
carinii pneumonia in AIDS patients and was FDA approved in 
December 1993. Both drugs must still be approved by the individual 
countries in which they are to be sold. 


“Med Students to Teach AIDS Class” St. Louis Post-Dispatch 

Approximately one-third of the biology students at Rockwood’s 
Marquette High School in Missouri will be able to volunteer for a two- 
day class called Students Teaching About AIDS to Students. The 
purpose of the class is to prevent transmission of HIV in adolescents, 
since they are the age group that is most at risk. Medical students will 
teach the students about HIV’s characteristics, how it is transmitted, 
and its effects on the immune system. AIDS patients will talk about the 
effect of the disease on their lives and the deadly nature of HIV. 
Abstinence will be stressed as the only sure way to avoid infection. The 
program was started in 1987 and is also taught to seventh graders and 
the students’ parents. 


“International Murex Launches HIV Test into Global Markets” 

International Murex Technologies Corporation announced the 
introduction of an enhanced HIV blood screening test, based on 
Murex’s existing Wellcozyme HIV 1+2 test. It will be marketed to 
clinical laboratories and blood banks in Europe, Southeast Asia, and 
the Middle East pending registration with each country. Murex 
responded to the discovery of HIV-1 Subtype O by adding an extra 
antigen that allows detection of Subtype O. The new product also 
includes Murex’s Sample Addition Monitor color coding technology, 
which changes color at each step, thus facilitating the test for the users 
by ensuring that the samples have been added correctly. International 
Murex Technologies Corporation is a medical diagnostic products 
company dedicated to the research, manufacture, and marketing of 
products for the detection, monitoring, and screening of infectious 
diseases and other medical conditions. 
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“Major Lymph-Node Study Examines AZT, 
ddl Effects” 

DATRI-003, conducted by the Division 
of AIDS Treatment Research Initiative—a 
division of the U.S. National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases—is the 
largest study so far of lymph-node biopsies. 
The research is important because HIV 
infection is extremely active in the lymph 
nodes. The 32 patients, who were divided 
into four groups of AZT administration, 
showed basically no change in the 
percentage of infected lymph node cells. 
Viral replication decreased in six patients 
who added ddl to their treatments, but in 
the groupthatstarted AZT during thestudy, 
no change in viral replication was seen, 
although T-helper count did increase. The 
researchers suggest that the antiviral effect 
of AZT and ddl may be lower in early stages 
of the disease. 


“Are Researchers Racing Toward Success, 
or Crawling?” Science 
A growing number of AIDS researchers 


conclude that there never has been a race 
to develop an AIDS vaccine—that the “race” 
was mostly noise and posturing at scientific 
meetings. Pharmaceutical companies are 
not putting money and time into AIDS 
vaccines because the market in developed 
countries is likely to be much smaller than 
previously thought, resulting in very few 
companies who are devoted to the search 
for a vaccine. In July, the Rockefeller 
Foundation released a report, “Accelerating 
the Development of Preventive HIV 
Vaccines for the World,” that highlights a 
four-day meeting last year in Bellagio, Italy. 
The report shows a much smaller AIDS 
vaccine market in the United States and 
Europe than 1990 estimates by Shearson 
Lehman Hutton. Because of financial and 
statistical uncertainties, as well as fear of 
government regulation and lawsuits from 
people claiming to be injured from the 
vaccines, many companies are wary to 
continue the search for a vaccine. The 
Bellagio report also notes that the search 
for an AIDS vaccine has been “catering to 
the needs of the developed world,” whose 
population represents less than 10 percent 
of the world’s new HIV infections. 
Researchers are focusing on the B subtype 
of HIV, which predominates in the United 
States and Europe but may not help Third 
World countries, where HIV is spreading 
rapidly. The Bellagio report proposes a 
global HIV vaccine initiative and, while 
offering no specific details, suggests ideas 
including a task force, a consortium, or a 
profit institute. 


A Summary Report: 
Tenth International Conference 
on AIDS 


Global Impact of HIV Epidemic Burgeoning 


Current World Health Organization statistics reveal explosive growth in the 
prevalence of HIV infection in all areas of the world. Of a conservatively 
estimated 17 million HIV-infected persons worldwide, 14.5 million dwell in sub- 
Saharan Africa, Southeast Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean. An 
estimated 4 million worldwide have AIDS. If current trends continue, by the 
beginning of the 21st century there may be over 40 million people infected with 
HIV worldwide. 


NEW TREATMENT AND PREVENTION STRATEGIES 


Combination antiretroviral regimens, especially triple combinations, hold the 
bestimmediate hope of impacting on HlV replication, according to presentations 
atthe Wellcome Foundation Symposium, held immediately prior to the beginning 
of the conference. 


Michael Saag, MD, University of Alabama, Birmingham, noted that viral 
replication, as measured by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assays of viral 
RNA or proviral DNA, is ongoing throughout the course of infection. These 
newer assays show that antiretroviral therapy reduces viral burden very rapidly. 
The ability of these assays to detect changes in viral replication could lead to 
greater individualization of therapy. Robert Schooley, MD, University of 
Colorado, Denver, reported on results of a small virolgic study of combination 
regimens of zidovudine plus either didanosine or zalcitabine as initial therapy in 
treatment-naive subjects. Compared with subjects receiving zidovudine 
monotherapy, subjects in both combination arms had greater decreases in viral 
load as well as higher and more sustained elevations in CD4 cell counts. The 
study was not powered to detect differences in clinical events, but combination 
regimen participants showed fewer clinical events and fewer deaths than those 
in the zidovudine monotherapy arm. This study demonstrated that these 
combination therapies did not delay the emergence of zidovudine resistance. 


HIV VACCINE DEVELOPMENT POSES DIFFICULT DILEMMAS 


Dr. Dani Bolognesi, who is Director of the Center for AIDS Research at Duke 
University in the U.S., spoke yesterday on the present research controversies 
and related issues of medical ethics. The following article, based on the first part 
of has speech explains the recent decision not to expand current trials of two 
candidate vaccines. 


The fact that HIV is like no other virus is becoming more and more apparent Key 
features that have led to successful vaccines with other viruses appear to be 
missing with HIV. First and foremost is the issue of natural immunity, or the 
spontaneous resolution of the virus-caused infection and disease ail a 
consequence of all effective immune response by the host. Such a successful 
defense indicates the pathogen has vulnerable points against which immune 
defenses can be mounted. Correlates of immunity (or protection) can be 
derived and used to guide vaccine development. The ability of host defenses 
to effectively clear the pathogen is also important for another reason, namely 
that it provides the rationale for developing live attenuated forms of the 
organism as vaccines. 


Whenever natural immunity is not present, several serious obstacles arise; and 
empiricism gives way to a concerted effort to understand the fine details of 
infection and pathogenesis as well as the host responses. Vaccine development 


has also been thwarted by other features of pathogen, 
including variability, latency and immunopathogenicity. HIV 
has successfully made each of these its trademark and, as 
such, cannot be compared to other viruses. 


When faced with such obstacles, vaccine developers have 
sometimes turned to animal models. Once again, however, 
HIV presents a major barrier, since animal models have 
been unable to provide uniform guiding principles. Surrogates 
from in vitro studies measuring immune responses to the 
virus are equally, if not more, difficult to rely upon. Vaccine 
developers, in their frustration, have turned to humans as 
the experimental model, using vaccine approaches based 
onthe virus envelope that had proven effective in preventing 
HIV infection in chimpanzees. The hypothesis that threshold 
levels of neutralizing antibodies might protect people against 
HIV infection quickly emerged, anda number of clinical trials 
were initiated. The best performance was achieved by two 
recombinant gp120 vaccines, which in low-risk volunteers 
proved to be very well-tolerated. 


Finally, by summer 1994, theissue of breakthrough infections 
emerged, casting an ominous cloud on both the efficacy and 
safety of these vaccines. If efficacy were lowor non existent, 
then an increase in risk behaviour may occur, placing 
volunteers at highest risk for HIV infection. If the vaccine 
facilitated infection or enhanced disease progression, the 
prospects would be far worse. For this reason, the NIAID 
AIDS Research Advisory Committee recommended that 
the Institute continue, but not expand, the current vaccine 
trials with the two 

gp120 subunit vaccines furthest along in development. 


THREE MAJOR CHALLENGES OF DEFEATING THE 
EPIDEMIC | 


Dr. Micheal Merson, Executive Director of The World Health 
Organisation’s Global Programme onAlDS, gave an address 
to the 1st plenary session of the conference entitled Global 
Status of the HIV/AIDS Epidemic and the response. The 
following article is based on the second half of his speech. 
| believe we face three major challenges if we are to get the 
better of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The first challenge is to 
deal much better with the three societal forces that are 
driving the spread of HIV and blocking effective prevention 
and care: denial, discrimination and disempowerment. 


Denial is what keeps society's leaders from talking the 
pandemic seriously and investing the resources needed. 
Denial even takes the form of outright misinformation, like 
the persisting myth that HIV is not the cause of AIDS. 
Discrimination is the basis of misguided efforts to identify 
and sideline infected individuals in the belief that this can 
somehow control spread of the virus. | am thinking of 
mandatory HIV screenings, for example - a violation of 
human rights that is at best futile and more often harmful to 
true prevention. How long will ittake countries to understand 
that AIDS is not a disease. 


Disempowerment makes people vulnerable. Think of the 
millions of Rwandan refugees, the growing numbers of 
street children, the untold women who fear infection from 
their partner but have neither the power to insist on condom 


use nor the economic ability to leave the relationship. For 
people to avoid infection, they must have a supportive, 
enabling environmentthat provides them with the knowledge 
and means to protect themselves and the motivation and 
power to do so. 


A vaccine would be invaluable to complement behavioral 
approaches in bringing this pandemic under control. To 
accelerate vaccine development, we must find innovative 
ways to increase public- and private-sector collaboration, 
and the vaccine we seek must be a vaccine for everyone. 
Decisions on vaccines to be tested must be made by north 
and south together, never forgetting that there can be no 
unathical or scientifically unacceptable short cuts. 


Our final major challenge is to do now, everywhere, what 
we already know how to do. In the fist instance this means 
providing the best possible care for peopie with HIV infection 
we need a continuum of care from the home to the 
community to the hospital. Developing countries must 
reorient national spending so that health care gets its due. 
And donor agencies supporting AIDS control efforts in 
these countries must provide more resources for care, for 
if care activities are not supported, prevention programs 
will not be credible. 


In prevention, the challenge is to apply our behavioral 
interventions as effectively as we can. As HIV becomes 
endemic up to three quarters of new infections occur in 
young people under 25. Boys and girls must be given 
information, skills and support for AIDS prevention before 
they become sexually active. This is the only way to help 
keep them uninfected and ensure they do not become the 
engine that drives the epidemic. In places where the 
epidennc is just moving into the early explosive phase - like 
much of Asia - the overriding need is to act now, to prevent 
or blunt the rise in infections. This calls for the immediate 
provision of information and support services - including 
condoms and STD care -to the most vulncrable individuals, 
especially people having unprotected sex with many 
partners, and young people. 


We calculate thatimplementing basic prevention programs 
in Asia would cost between 770 million and 1.5 billion U.S. 
dollars a year. This represents less than 0.03% of Asia’s 
economic output. Or to put it another way, the equivalent of 
what Japan’s workers produce in less than one hour. An 
investmeny of this kind could save an estimated 5 million 
infections by the year 2000 alone. And the preventive effect 
would be even stronger as Asia moves into the 21st 
century. 


The economic benefit that could result from prevention on 
such a scale is difficult to estimate, but clearly massive. 
Analysts McGraw Hill estimate that AIDS will cost Asian 
economies between $38 and $52 billion in the rest of the 
1990s. More than 6000 people are becoming infected with 
HIV every day, more and more of them in Asia. How big 
does this number have to get before we take the pandemic 
seriously and invest fee necessary resources? The answer 
is up to us - asresearchers, government officials, clinicians, 
journalists, citizens of all nations, men and women living 
with and without AIDS. 
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Edmonton - A Great Home 


By: Councillor Michael Phair 


The autumn rush to move before the leaves fall from the trees is again upon us. | realize that 
over the past weeks | have wished anumber of lesbian and gay friends good luck in their moves 
to Toronto or Calgary or Vancouver! Although | suspect that people leave Edmonton with a 
little of the ‘grass is greener on the other side of the fence’ mentality, | am pulled up short by 
the nagging question, “Why should gay men and lesbians live in this city - what's so great about 


Edmonton ? “ 


Edmonton is, after all, located in one of the only two provinces where sexual orientation is not 
protected, where provincial politicians find it fashionable to denigrate and attack us, and where 
the Reform party has won a majority of federal seats. Fifteen years ago Edmonton had three 
gay bars and two bath houses (well, three if you count the Georg/a) and today there are three 


bars and no bath houses! 


Significant changes benefiting and support- 
ing lesbians and gay men have, however, 
taken place since 1980. What | have seen 
and experienced is: 


*in the early 80's a trip to Toronto or Vancou- 
ver meant a buying spree at Glad Day 
Books or Little Sister’s. Although 
Greenwoods, Audrey's, Orlando’s, 
Womon to Womon mail order service 
and other Edmonton book stores do 
not have the same vast collections of 
lesbian and gay books, | can certainly 
get any volume that | wish through 
them and their shelves are stacked 
with more books than | can possibly 
keep up with. What a change from the 
days where finding a total of 4 or 5 
books in all of Edmonton was a mira- 
cle! And who'd have imagined a news- 
stand with such a wide selection of 
lesbian and gay magazines that one 
can't possibly read them all before a 
stack of new ones arrives? 

*In 1983 | saw the opening of 7orch Song 

Trilogy in San Francisco. In 1984 | 


went to the same play and a better 
performance at the Phoenix Theatre 
here in Edmonton. Although we don't 
have a gay/lesbian theatre, the number 
of lesbian and gay plays produced at 
Edmonton's theatres and at the Fringe 
is extraordinary. You can also often 
find a mainstream art gallery or movie 
theatre featuring lesbian or gay culture. 
Ours is a city where lesbian and gay 
people live and work in an environment 
‘of support by institutions and the larger 
community. 


“| remember when the old Gay Alliance To- 
ward Equality(GATE), the Court of the 
Wild Roses, and MCC church as the 
only gay/lesbian organizations around. 
Today there are numerous church 
groups, sports leagues, civil rights/po- 
litical groups and social service organi- 
zations. The Gay and Lesbian Com- 
munity Centre(GLCCE) Youth Program 
had contact with nearly 400 young peo- 
plein 1993: incredible, and an achieve- 


ment to be proud of! The Edmonton —formour community and have worked for the 
Vocal Minority is one of the strongest changes that | have seen. Edmonton has 


lesbian and gay choirs in Canada. The great people, the kind of people | want to live 
brand new Liatrus (Gardening) Society with. 


seems to be the fastest growing gay/ 


lesbian group in the city! | would never There are valid reasons for leaving 
have guessed that such a group as Par- Edmonton related to family, education and 
ents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays employment. But if you want to live with gays 
(P-FLAG) would exist, muchless herein and lesbians in a strong and vibrant 
Edmonton! In addition to the many lei- | community, then welcome to Edmonton - it’s 
sure organizations, youcanfindagayor the place to be! 

lesbian owned business in every cat- 

egory from accounting to 
writing. 


*Politically, the City of Edmonton 
has recognized Gay and 
Lesbian Pride Day for the 
past three years - in 
Canada, only Toronto has 
done better. Our 
celebrations and parade 
have grown over 4 years 
from zero to nearly 500 
people out marching in 
the street. No other 
Canadian city can boast 
of having elected both a 
recognized lesbian and a 
gay man to their City 
Council as has happened 
in Edmonton. And for the 
past couple of years there 
have been virtually no 
denigrating comments 
made about lesbians or 
gay men by city leaders. 


My observations go on and 
on but rather than add more | 
must indicate that finally what 
makes this city such a great place 
for lesbian and gay men are the 
many interesting, committed and 
vital gay men and lesbians that 


Grand New Season for EVM 


by Catherine Reininger 


The Edmonton Vocal Minority opens its 
1994-95 season with The Heather Bishop con- 
cert, but before the musical year begins, the choir 
presents VOCAL VITALITY, Saturday, October 
29, 8 PM at Catalyst Theatre. 

For EVM this is a major fund-raiser, but for 
you it is a fabulous evening with a stunning 
cabaret show, open-bid 
auction, dance and Hallow- 
een costume competition. 
VOCAL VITALITY pro- 
vides not only outstanding 
professional and amateur 
talent for this marvellous 
show but an open-bid auc- 
tion that will have you 
mortgaging the abode to 
get your hands on the fabu- 
lousitems being auctioned. 
Don’t miss this fantastic 
opportunity to eat, drink, 
dance, laugh, bid fortreas- 
ures, judge a costume con- 
test and win fabulous 
prises while supporting Ed- 
monton Vocal Minority. 

On Saturday, No- 
vember 26, at 8 PM EVM 
proudly presents the un- 
forgettable Heather 
Bishop in concert at the 
Garneau Theatre. Heather 
Bishop’s resonant voice 
and vital spirit invest her 
music with such powerful 
energy that her audiences leave exultant and 
recharged. 

Whether Heather Bishop’s song revives 
memory, laments dustballs, defies convention, or 
demands equality, her voice haunts, fascinates, 
and moves people in a way that few singers 
can. She establishes such rapport with her audi- 
ences that they are captivated for her entire show 
and remain fans forever. 

David Hicks, EVM’s general manager is 
among the many Heather Bishop enthusiasts. 

“Once when I was going through a very low 
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point in my life, two of my friends took me to 
Heather Bishop concert. She lifted my spirits, and 
rekindled my pride in who I am and what I believe. 
Her music is a powerful part of my life. It inspires 
strength and hope.” . 

For twenty years Heather Bishop’s songs 
have related the joyous, painful and passionate 
experiences we all believe to be ours alone. She 
receivedaJuno nomination 
as Most promising Female 
Vocalist, and the Parents’ 
Choice Award for ‘A Duck 
in New York City’ her latest 
of three children’s record- 
ings. She hasbeen featured 
on Morningside, The 
Gabereau Show for CBC ra- 
dio. This proud Canadian 
calls a quarter section of 
southern Manitoba prairie 
home. And grounds her 
music in the reality of hu- 
| man struggle that bridges 
generations and reflects a 
quiet strength and relent- 
less determination. Her 
concert is one you can’t af- 
ford to miss. 

Edmonton Vocal Mi- 
nority will present it first 
solo concert of the season on 
February 25, 1995 at 8 PM 
at Convocation Hall. LOVE 
IS IN THE AIR will be an- 
other romantic, evening, 
offering a variety of love songs. Some sad, some 
frivolous but all magnificent. It is an evening to 
share and cherish. 

In April 1995, Edmonton Vocal Minority will 
host Saskatoon, Calgary, and others at “Alberta 
Sings OUT!” This will be an grand opportunity to 
hear the blending of multiple choirs in an unforget- 
table evening of magnificent music. 

VOICES OF PRIDE will bring the Edmonton Vocal 
Minority season to a close which serving as the 
premiere event of Pride Week 795. It will be an 
unforgettable experience and EVM looks forward to 


sharing our year with you. 

While weekly rehearsals and the endless tasks of arranging concerts such as these continue, other 
important things are happening. EVM proudly announces the honourary patronage of four great 
Canadians: singer-songwriter Heather Bishop, Edmonton city councillors Sherry McKibben and 
Michael Phair and M.P. Svend Robinson. Their support assists The Edmonton Vocal Minority in its 
mission to bridge the gaps separating gay and lesbian people from the mainstream of society. 

David Garber and tenor Grant Kroeker attended the annual Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Choruses (GALA) conference in Charlotte, North Carolina where David Garber was elected to the board 
of directors of this, one of the largest Gay and Lesbian Association in the world for a three year term. 
People at GALA were taking notice of the growth of the EVM choir and were impressed with the work 
being done here in Edmonton. 

This will not only increase Edmonton Vocal Minority’s visibility in North America, it will give 
David an opportunity to share some of his innovative techniques and ideas and actually see some of them 
executed by this powerful international organization of choirs. 

“EVM is experiencing continued growth,” David Garber explains. “In June we had 65 members. 
We receive at least twenty calls a month from people interested in being involved. Even with this kind 
of growth we still maintaining the close family environment. The choir is always willing and eager to 
stretch their repertoire and broaden their musical experience and our audience has been very supportive. 
I'd like to have EVM recognized as a charitable organization so that we could raise money for sheet music 
and all the myriad things growth demands. The bigger we are the more non-singing support we require.” 

“This season will set the choir into a different stage of development for EVM. We have 
commissioned Edmonton composer Richard Link to write a choral musical for the choir, and we also plan 
to have EVM to sing Boys And Girls With Stories at the Fringe next year. That is really exciting. We 
are growing and getting better all the time, and we are still like a family.” Kirk Kryvenchuk, EVM’s 
extraordinary accompanist shares David’s sense of family within the choir. But he sees it as a bridge 


as well. 
“I ama person between the two worlds,” 


says Kirk “I’ve been more involved in the bar Men Sharing 
Men Caring 
Men Helping 


scene, but the political types are a breed 
apart, the two groups tend tobe separate, but 
in many ways the choir has brought them 
together.” 

Kirk enjoys working with EVM he finds it 
demanding but he feels it has helped him to 
grow musically. Like the others he finds the 


audience is a powerful influence, “there posi- Three great reasons to 
tive energy is almost palpable,” says Kirk become a part of 

ho i itted to EVM f long as it : 
Lae Ta eae 1 a GMOC's Commitment 


Besides all this the Edmonton Vocal to Edmonton's 
Minority is striving to make its concerts more Gay Communi ty! 


accessible to persons with disabilities. 
If you want to enjoy their music or be 
part of their family 
mark your calendar, buy your EVM subscrip- 
Gay Mens’ Outreach Crew 


tions and consider becoming a singing or 


non-singing member of this dynamic family 

of gay, lesbian and gay positive voices. Ed- MAN IOMAN 

monton Vocal Minority wants you. For fur- 

ther information contact David Hicks at Call 988 a 367 1 for more info. 
Sue-be 4 or Lorna Murray, at &) AIDS Network Of Edmonton Society 


423-6987 


The Alberta Liberal Viewpoint 


Commentary by Michael Henry M.L.A. 


As a Member of the Alberta Legislature for Edmonton Centre, | am very 
much aware ofissues and concerns within the gay and lesbian community. 
One issue that is on many people’s minds right now is the decision of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench in the Vriend case, currently being appealed by 
the Klein government. This case is only the latest episode in a long 
struggle for gay and lesbian rights in Alberta and across Canada. 


This year marks the 25th anniversary of two events in 1969 that proved to be critical in the history 
of the gay liberation movement. The first, of course, was the Stonewall riots in New York City. The 
second, which is perhaps not as well remembered but was of even greater importance in Canada, 
was the enactment by Pierre Trudeau’s Liberal government of amendments to the Criminal Code 
legalizing sexual acts between consenting adult in private. By allowing gay men to come out of 
the closet without fear of criminal prosecution, these amendments prepared the way for the 
formation of public gay organizations that could lobby for legal and political change. 


"The Myth of Male Power” 
With Various Artists opening Oct 15 


KAMENA GALLERY & 
FRAMES 
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Edm AB 944-9497 
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The 1970's, which were the 
formative years for many gay 
and lesbian organizations, 
also marked the enactment of 
human rights legislation 
throughout the country, along 
with the formation of provincial 
and federal human rights 
commissions to enforce that 
legislation. None of the human 
rights acts originally included 
sexual orientation as a 
prohibited ground of 
discrimination. Quebec was 
the first province to correct 
this omission, in 1977, but 
remained alone until 1987 
when Manitoba passed 
amendments. Since then, 
governments in Ontario, 
BritishColumbia, 
Saskatchewan,New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and 
the Yukon Territory have 
amended their legislation and 
Price Edward Island and 
Newfoundland have 
announced their intention to 
do so, leaving Alberta as the 
Only province refusing to go 
along with the trend. It is 
interesting to note that the 
governments that have 
introduced amendments have 
represented all political parties 
(Liberal, Conservative, New 
Democrat, and Parti 
Quebecois), suggesting that 
the movement toward 
recognition of gay rights 
transcends party lines. 


A parallel struggle has taken 
place at the federal level, with 
the former Conservative 


government repeatedly 
promising to introduce 
amendments to the Canadian 
Human Rights Act but never 
following through. However, 
on thatlevel actionnow appears 
to be imminent. The platforms 
on which the new Liberal 
government was elected 
included a promise to enact the 
long-delayed amendments, 
and Justice Minister Allan Rock 
recently reaffirmed his 
commitment to do so as soon 
as possible, calling it a matter 
of “fundamental justice.” Mr. 
Rock also suggested that he is 
preparing to tackle the issue of 
same-sex benefits in the 
context of the overall review of 
social programs, possibly by 
focusing on economics rather 
than sex in the definition of 
relationships. 


All this leaves Alberta in the 
unenviable position of being 
the only jurisdiction (apart from 
the Northwest Territories) that 
hasn't accorded basic rights to 
gays and lesbians. and has no 
intention of doing so. How did 
this come about? Ever since 
Liberals and New Democrats 
were first elected to the 
legislature in significant 
numbers in 1986, members of 
both parties have repeatedly 
introduced amendments to the 
Individual’s Rights Protection 
Act (IRPA) which the 
government has defeated. In 
1989 both opposition parties 
supported the initiative of then- 
Labour Minister Elaine McCoy 


to amend the Act. However, 
that initiative came tonothing 
because of trident opposition 
from right-wing Conservative 
backbenchers. 


Then, with the election of 
Ralph Klein as Conservative 
leader in 1992, homophobia 
in Alberta politics reached a 
new high. During her brief 
tenure as Community 
Development Minister, 
Dianne Mirosh announced 
not only that there was no 
need for protection for gay’s 
and lesbians, but that she 
could see no real need for 
human rights legislation at 
all. Her “special rights” 
rhetoric inflamed and 
distorted the issue in the 
months leading up the last 
year’s election campaign. 
Human rights protection for 
gays and lesbians formed 
part of the Liberal platform 
inthat campaign, and Liberal 
Leader Laurence Decore 
stood up for that position 
despite its continuing 
unpopularity in rural Alberta. 
However, the Conservatives 
were victorious and 
proceeded to implement the 
Klein agenda, of which gay 
rights all too clearly form no 
part. 


After the election, the Klein 
government instituted a 
review of the Human Rights 
Commission, clearly with the 
hope of justifying moves to 
muzzle the Commission or 

(Cont'd on page 34) 
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HOROSCOPES 


BY David Michael 


Astrology based solely on SUN SIGN is bound 
to apply only vaguely to you personally. 
Youcan obtaina FREE personalized horoscope 
by sending aself addressed stamped envelope 
to David Michael’s Astrological Services 
care of this magazine: Box 932, Edmonton, AB, 
T5J2L8. Be sure to include, Birthdate, Time, 
and Place of Birth. 


YY Aries 


This fall you have a drive for security, an urge to dig in, 
send out roots and feel out the limits of your current 
situation. You may feel like taking a stand, establishing 
a foundation, setting up a home base from which your 
creativity can then flow. An important relationship, with 
an older person or someone in authority, will come into 
focus. There may be some tension or sense of opposition 
requiring negotiation on your part. An opportunity for 
understanding and even growth. Thisis atime forturning 
away from personal experiences and responding in a 
more spiritual and social manner. 


% Taurus 


This fall you must spend some time taking care of your 
daily routine if you are notto becomeill. Self-examination 
and discrimination are called for. Itis time to sort through 
the experience of the last few months, separating out the 
worthwhile and salvaging what you can. You value 
partners and relationships during this time. A new-found 
appreciation or love for the social scene, and perhaps a 
more communal life style. You value a more impersonal 
approach to relationships. Past relationships may be 
reactivated in the latter half of October or in November. 


© Gemini 


Through October there is a growing sense of discovery 
and even ownership of your own self and experience. 
The sense of life is very strong right now. Perhaps the 
dawning of an awareness of who you are and what you 
have been through this summer. This fall could be a 
creative time for you, but October will see you having to 
rethink something basic. Having done so you can put 
your experiences and feelings into words and may be at 
your most witty and dramatic. 
12 d 


Ss Cancer 

Recent events have firmed your roots, ending a period of 
questioning for most of you. There is a sense of testing 
your limits, causing short term frustration. You may find 
yourself appraising and appreciative of your more creative 
and expressive qualities. You'll find you value confidences 
and true heartfelt expressions that come your way. The 
pleasures of Thanksgiving may need to be worked off 
your waist through some sporting activity. 


5) Leo 


October brings an annual cycle of building and gathering 
resources for your later needs. This is a time when you 
can respond to new ideas and impulses finding a firm 
footing to nurture your own growth. Working with (rather 
than against) the flow should be easy to do. As the month 
progresses and November comes youwill find an upsurge 
in personal energy and charisma. The waiting you've 
been doing for the last two month will end. Be careful not 
to step on too many egos as you unfold your new more 
radiant self. 


i» Virgo 


The new push forward continues in October. Much 
communication and learning surrounds your career atthis 
time, but November is when things finally move forward 
with any stability. You will need to learn some patience in 
the first few weeks of fall and muster all the resources 
you've gathered to get through without complaint. You 
may find yourself succeeding and moving ahead by using 
your mind and thoughts. Also, communication and 
research in all forms could be a key area for career 
growth. 


© Libra 


A time to let go of all that is worn out and superficial. A 
turning away from the outer world, focusing now on 
personal and inner changes. New information emerging 
catches your whole attention. Real appreciation for 
whatever you have — possessions, money, etc. — is 
strong now. You value and can measure your own response 
to what life has offered you. You could be at your most 
acquisitive and in a mood to purchase. Be careful of 
unwise purchases between October 12 and November 
23. Plans for your home, delayed in May, should start to 
push to the foreground again. 


mM, Scorpio 


Sacrifices in October, will be more than repaid by an 
increased ability on your part to bring things across and 
make dreams real in November. If you've found some 
higher personal reality in the last couple months, you 
should find an increased dynamism in your career path 


this fall. Your energy should be high for the most Dall 2. Aquarius 


but you may not initially get credit that’s due. A lack of superficialities finds you aiming straight to the 
x Sagittarius point in October, interested in the truth of things. 
Philosophical matters may take your mind on a trip if 
October is a good time to work together with others, | your body doesn’t go voyaging. The insights and 
putting into practice your dreams and ideals. Anatural dreams that seemed lost from the spring should start 
philosopher, you know that resolutions made real are _ to return in October and you'll find renewed energy to 
worth a lot more than any words, no matterhow pointed. deal with them. New ways of understanding and 
Self sacrifice and an understanding attitude on your part © accepting are possible now. Pay attention to your 
this fall, could have far reaching effects on your life path © body’s needs in October for the most energy rewards 
and career. Restraint just now could really pay off. in November. 
Dispensing with small talk and focusing on basic realities . 
may make you seem a little less iia than usual. Pisces 


m Not an easy time, during which you may have to put up 
Yo Capricorn with many aggravations for the sake of what you 
believe in. Friends that aren't so friendly may drop 
Practical vision is high in October. You cansee clearly away, and you could find yourself standing alone in 
what needs to be done and how to do it. Career and _ pursuit of your destiny — a new strength. A time for 
vocational issues could benefit from this clarity to set | gettingdownto business, stripping away and discarding 
new goals and aims in November. You may be urgedto memories of things past, and the like. You can now 
adopt a more open attitude toward others as your social Separate the wheat from the chaff, concentrating on 
scene is energized. This next whole year couldsee you important things. You can be unsentimental about all 
harnessing your resources, conserving them for later of this. A time for idealism of the highest order. You 
use. You may be confronted with accusations of bring imagination to humanitarian and group work. 
selfishness, Need to practice putting others’ needs into Your dreams are for what is best for all people, for the 
your plans. many. 
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BRAD FRASER: 
A FABULOUS GIFT 


The interview with Brad was as anticipated: inspirational and uplifting. We talked of 
many things and this short story will attempt to encompass some of them. 


Brad’s talent has now stretched across several continents through many major 
cities, yet he is still willing to return to his home base Edmonton, to direct the 
upcoming Canadian Premier of his play Poor Super Man. This particular play has. 
already opened in such places as Edinburgh, Scotland and London, England. Poor 
Super Man is about a straight man and gay man falling in love. It shows the effects 
on the people surrounding both the characters. There is a lot more to it but you will 
have to get out and see the play that opens October 13th at the Roxy Theatre. 


Poor Super Man made national coverage in 
Cincinnati before and after it opened. The 
Theatre company who originally wanted to 
produce the show canceled it due to 
controversial content. The directors decided 
to go ahead with the show and it was 
rescheduled. After all the hassles of getting 
things underway there would be more 
problems. Once the show had opened the 
local sheriff tried to close it down, but was 
unsuccessful. The production became ahuge 
hit! 

Why did Brad leave Edmonton in the 
first place? He said that he never wanted to 
leave the city, friends and family. As he 
looked east he saw an opportunity for growth 
in other cities that was not available here in 
Edmonton. Atthe time he left this city most of 
the directors had set downin their comfortable 
chairs and were not seeking new ideas. He 
felt it was time to take some chances and 
change the mindset by traveling to new 
centres, that allowed a more creative 
atmosphere for Theatre productions. Keep 
1p Duo, that Brad was deeply rooted and 


involved in the Edmonton Theatre scene during 
those years. 

When Brad Fraser wanted to film his movie 
Love and Human Remains in Edmonton he ran 
into a major roadblock. The Alberta Motion 
Picture Development Corporation felt that the 
play was not “Albertan” enough to warrantfunding. 
Even though it was written by an Edmontonian, 
the casting would have give Edmonton actors/ 
actresses and opportunity, the play was about 
Edmonton. The AMPDC has their own definition 
of what is Albertan, but they are not telling 
anyone. 

What's Brad up to now? He is currently 
working with Touchstone pictures, a Disney 
Corporation, on Beauty. He says it’s a kind of sci- 
fi generation romance. Brad is also developing a 
television late-night soap opera type series for 
Showtime. He enjoys living his life to the fullest 
and moving onto the next project while continuing 
on the current one. That keeps him moving from 
city to city with the occasional stop here in 
Edmonton. It also keeps his creative flair alive 
and well. 

It is surprising to Brad that many of the 


young actors do not start their own Theatre 
groups. He knows that it takes lots of stage 
work to become a good actor. A young group 
can work as writers, actors, directors and 
every other part possible giving them the 
experience needed for a successful career. 
Brad knows thatin a city the size of Edmonton 
a younger person can Se a STN jue ine to 
another city like : 

Toronto or 
Vancouver may 
sound good but the 
chances of getting 
an acting part are 
slim unless a person 


has already 
established a 
reputation for 


themselves. It also 
costs alotless to get 
a small group up and 
running here where 
the money side will 
be slim for the first 
few years. However, 
ifthe productis worth 
something the 
money will come 
with time and lots of 
practice, patience 
and hard work. 
Brad is very 
clear on. being 
Canadian. He states that we have a unique 
viewpoint here since we have both the United 
Kingdom and the United States as our 
influencing sectors in the Theatre. Canadians 
are not trapped into either mold and have the 
ability to create new approaches by taking the 
best of both worlds and shaping a new one. 
Although Canada has a reputation for 
punishing anyone who is successful changes 
are beginning to happen within our country. 


He is optimistic in that the many conflicts 
taking place across our country will result in 
growth. The younger person wanting to write/ 
direct/act, will be the benefactor of this newer, 
more mature Canada. 

Everyone knows that Brad Fraser 
is gay and that is the way he wants it. He feels 
itis very important to let people know who and 
what you are right from 
the beginning. In this way 
everyone will be exposed 
to the fact that a 
homosexual is talented, 
successful and 
| intelligent. Persons who 
are inthe closet can learn 
to know that they are not 
| alone once they step out 
into full public view. The 
battle is always harder in 
centres like Edmonton, 
Calgary, Saskatoon and 
Winnipeg. So that is why 
Brad travels to all these 
| places alonghis path and 
mi does his writing and 
directing. The more 
public exposure to gay 
persons the less of a 
battle it will become for 
everyone. 

He is inspirational, 
funny, sincere, talented 
Fag witty Brad truly believes that changes 
happen once a person looks within themselves 
and realizes that they do have the power to 
make the changes. Get out and enjoy. Poor 
Super Man opening (Canadian Premiere) on 
October 13th at the Roxy. 


Any last words Brad? “Being gay is a fabulous 
gift!” 
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AIDS Awareness Week 1994 october 3 to 9 


Creating Healthy Attitudes About Youth and Sexuality 


The theme for this year’s AIDS Awareness Week is HIV/AIDS and youth. The slogans “Break the Silence. 
Ask Questions. Talk About It.” have been chosen to encourage young people to take responsibility for their sexual 
health by seeking out information and talking to one another about what they know. 

One fifth of Canadians living with HIV/AIDS are under the age of 29. Many of these people were infected 
as teenagers. Access to comprehensive, non-judgemental sexuality education is imperative to ensure that the 
teenagers and young adults we care about will will be able to make sexual choices that are good for them. This year, 
reach out to a teenager or young adult in your life. Give them some information about safer sex. Give them condoms. 
If they don’t use them, they can give them to a friend, or keep them until they do need them (most don’t expire for 
years.) Nurture their self esteem; help them realize they are worth protecting from HIV infection. Each of us can 
play a role in helping youth find out what they can do to stay healthy. 


Awareness Week Events 


Throughout the week: 

Y About forty agencies in the city that provide services 
for youth are taking part in AIDS Awareness Week, 
helping young people learn about HIV/AIDS in a 
variety of ways. 

Y Post Secondary institutions will be hosting events in 
campus bars, residences, and classrooms. 

Y There will be a display at the Centennial Library of 
books and print material on HIV/AIDS (go see it - 
they have an excellent collection.) 

Y Look for memorial quilt panels hanging in City Hall 
(ifanyone has a panel they would like to display, call 
Sonya at 488-5742.) 

Saturday, October 1 

Ninth Annual AIDS Vigil of Prayer - Hosted by the 

Interfaith Association on AIDS, at 8:00 PM at the 

University of Alberta Hospital Chapel (located on the 

fifth floor.) Everyone is invited to attend this hour of 

remembrance and solidarity. There will be 
simultaneous prayer vigils taking place across the 
city. 

AIDS Dance for Life - Something new this year, 

AIDS Dance for Life is a day of dance classes to raise 

money for HIV/AIDS awareness, prevention, care 

and support. There are available classes in ballet, 
country, modern, tap, Latin, physical theatre, jazz, 

ballroom, and belly dancing. Register by calling 487- 

4587 or pick up a registration form and mail it to Box 

67083, Meadowlark Post Office, TSR 5Y3, before 

September 19. 

Sunday, October 2 
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AIDS Walk for Life - The official kick-off to AIDS 
Awareness Week, this is the biggest and most important 
event of the week. The Walk takes place starting at the 
Rundle Park Family Center, with the check-in at 10:00 
am and the Walk itself starting at noon. Registration can 
be done by phone by calling 488-5742, by FAX at 488- 
3735, by mail at #201, 11456 Jasper Ave, TSK 0M1, or 
by calling the Talking Yellow Pages at 493-9000 and 
entering the WALK category number 9255. 

Monday, October 3 

Public Forum : The Family and HIV/AIDS - Panel 
hosted by the U of A HIV Outpatient Clinic, with a focus 
on the families of those infected with HIV. Parents, 
caregivers, foster parents and loved ones will speak. 
7:00-8:30 PM Bernard Snell Hall, Medical Sciences 
Building, University of Alberta. 

Thursday, October 6 

Interfaith Service - The Interfaith Association on 
AIDS will be co-hosting an Interfaith Service with 
the Edmonton and District Council of Churches. 
The service will take place at 7:30 PM at Robertson 
Wesley United Church, 10209 - 123 Street. 
Sunday, October 9 

Candlelight Memorial Walk - This walk of 
remembrance and solidarity for Edmontonians 
infected and affected by HIV/AIDS will begin at 
8:00 PM at City Hall. There will be short stops 
along the route to hear speakers representing 
different communities of people who have been 
affected by HIV/AIDS. The walk will end at City 
Hall with a memorial ceremony, speakers, and a 
special performance by SHiVerlessly Uptempo. 


GMOC Update 

GMOC is winding down its summer 
campaign “Celebrating Who We Are” which 
has been a great success. Through our poster 
and handout distributions, we hope we’ve 
promoted the importance of positive self 
esteem, life styles, safer sex and the necessity 
to celebrate them. 

We are now going full speed ahead into the 
fall, planning workshops and events which will 
take place in and around AIDS Awareness 
Week. Anew workshop GMOC is introducing 
this fall is “Coming out in the ‘90s,” which is 
designed specifically for men who have recently 
come out of the closet. We hope this will 
provide support for men who are coming to 
terms with their sexuality. Once again, we are 
offering “Talking Sex” and “Men Meeting Men 
: Sex, Dating and Intimacy’ in late September 
and “Being Gay inthe ‘90s’ starting in October. 

As usual we are always looking for new gay 
or bisexual male volunteers for GMOC. We 
recently introduced a new training program for 
allof our GMOC members. If you are interested 
inbecoming apart of the GMOC team, dedicated 
to promoting positive messages about being 
gay and practising safer sex, please give us a 
Call at 488-5742. 

By the time you read this article | will have 
left my position as GMOC Coordinator to 
continue my degree in Leisure Studies at 
Concordia University in Montreal. | began as 
a volunteer with GMOC almost three years ago 
and became coordinator a few months after 
that. As | look back, a lot has changed with 
GMOC. Today we have gone beyond being 
safer sex educators or condom dispensers for 
gay men; we have become role models and 
advocates to the Lesbigay Communities and to 
all Edmontonians. Our program is one of the 
most successful gay men’s programs in the 
country. This is due primarily to the long hard 
hours put in by all of the past and present 
GMOC members, including GMOC’s first 
coordinator, Brent Allen, who is now the CAS 


Acting Coordinator - National Prevention 
and Education Programmes, and Jim 
Sheremeta, who has been the Chairman for 
GMOC since its inception, and the strong 
support of the AIDS Network Board. With 
this strong support, past and present, | am 
sure that GMOC will continue to thrive 
throughout the years and continue to meet 
the needs of its community. It has been a 
great experience for me to have shared in 
the strengthening of Edmonton’s Lesbigay 
Communities. All my best to GMOC and the 
ANE for continued success. 
Denis Couillard, 
GMOC Coordinator 


GMOC Workshops 
Call 988-3671 to register! 


COMING OUT IN THE ’90s 
This new session is specifically designed 
for men who are coming to terms with their 
sexuality. The topics over the four weekly 
sessions will try to help them deal with the 
many issues involved with coming out and 
being gay. 


Oct 6 - 27, 1994 
7:00 - 10:00 pm 
St. Stephen’s College, 


8810 - 112 Street 


BEING GAY IN THE ’90s 
These eight weekly sessions are about risk 
taking, relationships, negotiating, coming out 
andmuch, muchmore. The topics are chosen 
by the group, so who knows what could 
happen. 

Oct 4 - Nov 22, 1994 
7:00 - 10:00 pm 
St. Stephen's College, 
8810 - 112 Street 


My name is Mac 


eeLmMman 


Due to the 
high 
incidence of 
alcoholism 
and drug 
addiction 


amongst members of the gay 
community, I feel that I 
would like to share the story 
of my own alcoholism and 
addiction. With it, I will also 
share the story of the 
sometimes rocky road of 
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recovery. 

I know today that alcoholism 
is a disease, mental, physical, and 
spiritual, not necessarily in that 
order. My alcoholism did not begin 
with the first drink I ever took, 
and that is a truth that took many 
years for me to accept. 

I had my first drink a long 
time ago, and when I had that first 
drink it did not make me want to 
sang and dance, or get into a fight. 
It did not make me want to go out 
and make love to somebody, 
perhaps because I was only ten 
years old at the time. What it did 
do was make things better, and 
helped push reality a little further 
away. I really needed things to be 
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alcoholic 


better in my life. I was a very 
unhappy child who didn’t like 
his home life. I was mentally and 
physically abused by my father 
on a daily basis. Nothing I could 
do seemed to please him, so I just 
tried to keep out of his way. I 
didn’t like the fact that we were 
so poor that we couldn’t pay 
attention to anything. I knew I 
was different and I just didn’t fit 
anywhere and felt like I was in 
never never land. 

We hear a lot these days 
about a condition called 
dysfunctional. Well I am going 
to tell you, our family invented 
it. My father was the eldest of a 
family of thirteen and all of them 
were drunks. My grandfather 
was a daily drinker and was still 
getting into fights in the bars at 
eighty years of age. My father 
was the only non-drinker in the 
bunch. He suffered from the 
disease of alcoholism in every 
respect, with the exception of 
the consumption of booze. 

You can just imagine what 
it was like when there was a 
family gathering. Every wedding 
and funeral ended in a brawl, 
and Christmas and Easter were 
no exception. Nobody in our 
family had any feelings, or if 
they did, they never allowed them 
to show. The only acceptable 
emotion was anger. I can never 
remember any show of affection 
between members of my family, 
but after a few drinks, it didn’t 
seem to matter that I felt unloved 
or that I didn’t fit in. As I was 
always trying to make things 
better and trying to make my 
self feel better about myself, I 


was always drinking. I wasn’t long before it became 
apparent to everyone but me, that I was in trouble 
with booze. 

Until this time I had never made a connection 
between my drinking and my sexual nature. Then 
one night on one of my drinking sprees, I picked the 
wrong guy as the focus of my sexual attentions. This 
guy was a friend of mine and one of the usual 
drinking gang. He was completely straight and one 
hell of a talker. Panic, fear, and one terrible case of, 
“God was I drunk last night” syndrome followed the 
incident. 

I knew that I had to find a safe place to hide as 
soon as possible, so I did as many closet cases do. I 
got very involved with a woman who was afraid that 
she was going to be left an old maid, and who was co- 
dependent enough not to ask too many questions. So 
about a year later, at the tender age of eighteen, we 
got married. Marriage; the perfect place to hide. 
What a hell I had created for the both of us. This 
turned out tobe a real tragedy, but there were some 
funny things that happened as well, at least I thought 
they were funny atthe time. My wife was several 
years older than I and the neighbour kids used to 
come to the door and ask me if my mom was home? 
I thought this was a big joke, but the poor woman 
had plenty of reasons to be prematurely grey. 

As the children of this unlikely union began to 
appear, my drinking really increased and everyone 
involved in my life became more unhappy with each 
passing day. I spent more and more time away from 
home for any reason I could dream up, and my hiding 
place became less and less secure. I can recall 
coming home one Christmas Eve at three am. drunk 
out of my mind, to find my two little daughters still 
up, waiting for me, heart broken and in tears. What 
a gut wrenching experience that was. But it wasn’t 
enough to cause me to quit drinking. I would stay 
sober for short periods of time to keep the peace at 
home, but without fail, my need to hide the real me 
would take over and I would be gone again. I then 
started bringing my drinking friends home with me, 
and it wasn’t long before my wife had enough. SoI 
arrived home one night to an empty house. I was 
destroyed, I loved my children very much, but not as 
much asI loved booze. SoI quit my job and got drunk 


for a month or so, that would fix the bitch for what 
she had done to me! 

When I got too sick to drink anymore and 
didn’t have a dime left in my pocket, I took a look 
at the absolute mess I had made of my life and the 
lives of the children I loved. I was desperate. I 
wanted my children back, and I would do anything 
to protect my hiding place. I could not have 
anyone find out whoI really was. At twenty seven 
years old, I joined Alcoholics Anonymous, and a 
month or so later I went to see my wife with a story 
that would bring tears to a concrete wall. She 
bought the story and soon I had my children and 
my place to hide. 

I went to meetings and didn’t drink for 
almost eight years, but in my heart I believed that 
drinking was the way of life and homosexuality 
was the disease. 

My period of sobriety brought me a lot of 
material success, for like most alcoholics, I had a 
lot of drive, and I used work to keep my mind off 
my cravings and the real me. As long as I didn’t 
drink I seemed to be able to control my sexual 
attraction to other men, but I was in agony most 


of the time. (Cont'd on page 28) 
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Growing up Gay 
in Rural Alberta 


by Tara Wittchen 


Growing up in a small town like Bonnyville can be 
a difficult experience for some, especially for 
those who don’t quite fit in. The teen years are 
difficult enough without having to conform to the 
narrow expectations of the small town high school 
crowd. 


“Generally for a small town, everyone wants to 
get out,” says Mark, who is now in his early 
twenties. Mark left Bonnyville at age 18 for 
different reasons than most, however. Mark is 
gay. On top of the usual adolescent worries such 
as grades and peer pressure, he had to come to 
terms with his sexuality in a rather homophobic 
environment. “For gay people, you have to get 
out,” he explains. There is simply no way to be 
openly gay in a town like Bonnyville, he says, 
“pecause it’s very repressing.” It matters what 
other people think in a small town, he says. “You 
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either try to be different to piss them off or conform,” 
Mark says. “Why should | be like everyone else?” 


Mark was born in northeastern Alberta. Around 
the time he was entering junior high, his parents 
moved the family, which includes Mark’s younger 
sibling, tothe Bonnyville area. He attended Catholic 
school until he reached grade 10 and went to a 
Catholic church, as well. “I believe in a higher spirit 
but that’s basically where it ends,” Mark says of his 
religious beliefs. Even in school, | remember 
taking religion and thinking, ‘None of this really 
applies to me.” 


He talks about the influence the Catholic church 
has had on his family’s life. His grandmother had 
a large number of children by today’s standards, 
he notes, due to the fact she couldn't practice birth 
control as a Catholic. “She was a big part of my 
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life,” he says. Mark’s 
grandmother passed away at a 
very difficult point in his life, a 
time when he was heavily 
abusing drugs and alcohol. 


“| started smoking when | was 
13,” he says. He started mainly 
because of peer pressure, he 
says, and the group of kids he 
hung around with in junior high 
and high school might be 
classified as ‘the bad crowd’. 


“We did everything we wanted 
to as kids,” recalls Mark. The 
drinking and drugs were an easy 
way to block out the pain he was 
feeling, he recalls. It was around 
the age of 12 or 13 that he 
began to realize he didn’t feel 
the same about dating and sex 
as his male peers did. 


“| can remember in grade 
7...watching Dad’s pornos and 
looking for the men init, checking 
outthe men and not the women,” 
he says. Although he started to 
recognize his homosexual 
orientation at this early age, he 
didn’t feel as though he had to 
prove anything yet. In junior 
high, there isn’t much pressure 
to begin dating, he explains. 
“In high school, there was 
pressure to do something there 
to stop people from talking. It 
was getting tougher. How do 
you hide this?” he asks. “I was 
dating women fora bit,” he notes, 
but he knew it wasn’t right for 
him. 


When Mark was 18, he met 
another young man who he 
realized he was very attracted 
to. It took several months, 
however, before the two of them 


could admit the mutual attraction. 
Within a year, he moved to another 
town with his lover. “I don’t know if 
itwas escape,” he muses. “You’ve 
got to leave the town and find out” 
who you really are inside, he 
explains. Mark says if he hadn't 
left Bonnyville, he is quite sure he 
never would have been able to 
‘come out’ or admit his 
homosexuality openly. 


“| would still be drinking a lot. | 
would very much be avoiding (the 
issue),” he says, stating in all 
seriousness that, “Suicide was an 
option.” 


These teen years were very lonely 
years for Mark. He says he felt 
very depressed most of the time 
while he tried to conceal a very 
big part of himself. Matters were 
only made worse by the fact that 
he could not talk about what was 
bothering him without actually 
stating that he was gay. “It's a 
vicious circle. You don’t want to 
tell them you're gay. Totalk about 
your feelings would mean you 
have to come out. And then you 
get more depressed.” 


Just before Mark moved again, 
this time to Edmonton, he was 
able to come to terms with his 
sexual orientation and was finally 
able to come out to a few friends 
and family members. “Coming out 
to my mother was nota big thing,” 
he recalls. “We cried and talked.” 
It wasn’t too difficult to talk to his 
mother, he says, because he has 
several gay relatives. “She still 
asked the questions like ‘What 
could | have done to prevent you 
from being gay?” 


After Mark moved out of Bonnyville 


for good, he stopped doing 
drugs. That decision had a 
lot to do with his lover at the 
time, as well as being out 

of a repressive environment. 
Going to school everyday 
stoned was a bit much,” he 
admits. If there was any sort 
of support for gay youth in the 
community, he says, it might 
have been easier for him. “If | 
could have talked about it 
earlier, | wouldn’t have had to 
drink so much. | dealt with my 
problems that way.” 


Mark was friends with two 
Bonnyville high school 
students who have come out 
to him as lesbians recently, he 
says. Although he doesn’t 
claim to speak for them or any 


other gay or lesbian youth, he 
(Cont'd on page 26) 
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AIDS Network of Edmonton 
Society 


The Network retains its original 
operating philosophy: to provide 
support and education wherever 
it can be helpful in north-central 
Alberta. AIDS Network of Ed- 
monton works cooperatively with 
all those organizations in Alberta 
and across the country who are 
working to help limit the spread 
of HIV infection. Today the net- 
work provides: Education, Info- 
Line, Speakers Bureau, Re- 
source material and various Sup- 
port groups. If you wish to know 
Ms about the Network call 488- 


AI-BEAR-ta Club 


This is Alberta's Bear club for 
Bears and Bear-lovers. We are 
Beery a Safe, Sane and 
Concentual group for social 
ineraction, camp-outs and gen- 
eral Bear-play. You can reach us 
throught Gaylines or The Al- 
BEAR-ta Club, 12718-93 Street, 
Edmonton. 


Alberta Society for Positive 
Women 


The society is dedicated to sup- 

orting the needs of women with 

IV in the province of Alberta. 
We provide support, education 
and advocacy to women with 
HIV. This is provided through our 
Peer Counselling (488-5768), 
Support ray 4-6346), Edu- 
cation (488-5742) and Speakers 
Bureau (488-5742). 


Alcoholics Anonymous 


A Ais a fellowship of men and 
women who share their experi- 
ence, strength and hope with 
each other that they may solve 
their common problem and hel 

others to recover from alcohol- 
ism. The only requirement for 
membership Is a desire to stop 
drinking. Call 424-5900 for times 
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Our Support Groups and Services 


and places of Gay and Lesbian 
meetings. 


Badminton Group 


The group meets on Fridays at Oliver 
School between 7:30 - 9:30 PM. 
Use the door at the north enterance 
to the school. Everyone is welcome 
and some equipmentis available. A 
small donation of one dollar is ap- 
preciated. Contact Frank at 990- 
1696 for the December and January 
scheule. 


Edmonton Prime Timers 


Prime Timers is a social fraternity 
for older gay and bisexual men and 
their friends. The purpose of Prime 
Timers is to provide an opportunity 
for mature gay men to fraternize 
and join together in a programme of 
social activities. If you would like 
more information drop a line to Ed- 
monton Prime Timers, Suite 1093, 
u ¥ Bi - 119 Street, Edmonton, T5G 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


We are a group of women and men 
who join together in acommon love 
for music, and the desire to build a 
greater spirit of unity and pride in the 
gay and lesbian community. We 
strive to bridge the gap which can 
separate us from the mainstream of 
society. Persons who wish to sing 
with the choir should call David at 
424-1561. Support members are 
ocala y phoning Lorna at 


Feather of Hope Aboriginal AIDS 
Prevention Society 


The Feather of Hope was founded 
on a need to provide AIDS educa- 
tion and support to Native People in 
Alberta. pntoueD education and the 
development of communities in part- 
nership, it is hoped that the spread 
of AIDS will be lessened. We offer 
being and education programs, 
as well as support through tradi- 
tional ways. Volunteers are very im- 


portant to us, if you can help, or 
would simpy like Some more infor- 
mation call 

488-5773 


Gays and Lesbians on Campus 
(GALOC) 


GALOC is a university based or- 
ganization for gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals interested in an academic 
atmosphere. Meetings are held 
every Tuesday at 5:00 pm on cam- 
pus main floor of the Athabasca 

all. Topics vary from week to week. 
Additional information is available 
by calling 988-4166. 


Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton(G.L.C.C.E.) 


The centre contributes to the well- 
pace Edmonton’s gay, lesbian 
and bisexual community through 
informational, social support serv- 
ices and its social information line. 
The services offered by the centre 
include an information line, tel- 
ephone referrals, library, drop-in 
peer support counselling and so- 
cial activities arranged and spon- 
sored by the centre. Further infor- 
mation Is available at 488-3234 


Gaylines 


A new service to the Gay and Gay 
posite community is available. 

he intent of this line is to aid in the 
forming of a central information net 
that will aid all walks of life. Mes- 
sages are outgoing only. Thelineis 
setup ina single location that will be 
permanent and will also be listed in 
the phone directory. It is free to all 
Alternative Lifestyles, Si 
groups, Clubs, Individuals and Busi- 
nesses. Call 486-9661 to request 
your mailbox. 


Gay and Lesbian Awareness 
(G.A.L.A.) 


We are an organization interested 
in human rights issues especially 
related to sexual orientation and 
changing Federal and Provincial 


legislation. We are always inter- 
ested in new members. If you are 
interested call David Sanders at 
487-2684. 


Illusions Social Club 


A social club for the TV/TS ori- 
ented. Our goal is to provide a 
safe, discrete meeting of kind in 
safe meeting locations. It’s time 
to come out of the closet. For 
more information please write to 
Illusions, Box 33002, Glenwood 
PO, Edmonton, AB T5P 4V8 or 
phone (403) 486-9661 


Imperial Sovereign Court of the 
Wild Rose 


The mission of the Court is to 
raise funds for charities and other 
organizations which either pro- 
vide direct services to gay and 
lesbian individuals. Meetings of 
the Society are held monthly on 
the last Wednesday. For meeting 
location and time please see the 
Court notice boards in Boots and 
Saddle or the Roost. You may 
also call Gaylines at 486-9661 
and press box 27. 


Interfaith Association on AIDS 
Edmonton 


The purpose of this association is 
to sensitize local faith communi- 
ties and their leaders to the unique 
Spiritual and emotional needs of 
those infected by HIV/AIDS. The 
following faith communities are 
included: Anglican, Baha’i, Bap- 
tist, Beth Shalom Synagogue, 
Lutheran, Metropolitan Commu- 
nity Church, Roman Catholic, 
Temple Beth Ora, Ukrainian 
Catholic, Unitarian and United 
Churches. Phone 488-5742 for 
more information. 


Les-Bi-Gay Darts Club 


This is an informal and sociai dart 
club. No previous experience is 
necessary. We are here to have 
some fun and meet each other in 
an open atmosphere. There are 
no fees. We gather at GLCCE the 
first Thursday of the month at 7:30 
PM. Call 428-8847 or 421-4427. 


Living Positive 


Emotional. Spiritual and psycho- 
logical supportis available through 
Living Positive to all those affected 
by HIV infection. We offer strong, 
loving, confidential support in. We 
also meet weekly and share our 
mutual experiences. Living Posi- 
tive is ae directed by and for 
poeple who share a common diag- 
nosis of HIV+. Peer counselling, 
hospital visits and a speakers bu- 
reau are also available through our 
society. Phone 488-5768 


Lutherans Concerned: Edmon- 
ton 


We are a spiritual community for 
lesbian, gay , bisexual and straight 
people. Lutherans Concerned gath- 
ers monthly for worshop, sharing, 
and friendship. We offer individual 
support and a safe space for our 
own spiritual questions. Call Tim at 
426-2533, or write P.O. Box 11095, 
Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4 


Metropolitan Community Church 
of Edmonton (M.C.C.) 


We are a local church within the 
denomination of the Universal Fel- 
lowship of Metropolitan Commu- 
nity Churches. Our major focus is to 
the defranchised of society. The 
UFMCC allows anyone to feel a 
part of the Christian Community 
and to claim our place in God’s 
Universe. Services are open to all. 
We worship on Sunday evenings 
andon the first and third Wedneday 
of the month. Please feel free to join 
us! Call 429-2321 for more infor- 
mation. 


Northern Chaps 


Edmonton's Leather - Fetish club 
for Gay, Lesbian, and straight men 
and womyn was established six 
years ago. We strike to educate the 
rest of the community through work- 
shops, staged demonstrations and 
events in order to heighten aware- 
ness. Northern chaps meets at 
Boots & Saddle on the first and third 
Friday of each month at 9 PM. 


Northern Titans 
Northern Titans is the Gay and Les- 


bian bowling league in Edmon- 
ton. You are welcome to join 
the league either as a team 
member or a drop in. Bowling 
time is 5:15 every Saturday at 
at Lynwood Bowl on 16127 - 
118 Avenue. There is a $12.00 
charge for shoes and three 
games. Call Joe 454-1458 or 
Doug at 488-5421 


Pink Triangle Youth of Ed- 
monton (P.T.Y.E.) 


The Pink Triangle Youth Group 
is a program offered by the 
Community Centre. The youth 
group exists so that young peo- 
ple age 16 to 21 - lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals and those won- 
dering about their sexuality can 
explore their feelings, meet 
other young people like them- 
selves. Information is available 
to all along with fun in a safe, 
supportive environment. Phone 
488-1574 for more information 
about the Youth Group. 


Team Edmonton 


Our goal is to enhance Edmon- 
ton's Gay and Lesbian commu- 
nity by facilitating participation 
in sporting, curltural, and lei- 
sure activities at the local, na- 
tional and international levels. 
If you would like to be involved 
with Team Edmonton we meet 
the last Saturday of ever 

month, 7:00 P.M. at#104, 1174 

- Jasper Avenue. You can call 
486-9661 Box 16 for more info. 


Womonspace 


The purpose of Womonspace 
is to foster a positive of Lesbian 
identity among ourselves and 
the larger community. We hold 
dances, produce a newsletter 
and hold other activities. For 
information call the Lesbian Life 
Life at 425-0511. 


If you are an Edmonton based Gay or 
Lesbian Community non-profit non- 
porographic group and wish to be included 
in this directory send a short description to 
Times .10 Magazine, Box 932, Edmonton, 
AB T5J 2L8 or Fax us at 477-1898. 
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B. G. & The Prince of Rap - “Rock A Bit” (Sony Music 
Germany) CD Single 142bpm 

Very anthem like feel to this track with a 2-Unlimited 
quality written all over it. Great 
energy with a strong female vocal chorus and the B.G. 
doing his princely rap. Well actually there is not much 
princely about his rap, it would be princely if he would 
just shut up. Three mixes total out this cd-single, a 4 
min. “Radio Edit’, a 6 min. “Electrophobia Mix” and a 
7:37 min. 
“Unexpected Mix” that is a trippy trance-dub 
instrumental that drives at a lightning pace. The latter 
are definitely the best cuts to work with.***1/2 


Reel 2 Real - “Go On Move” (Strictly Rhythm - N.Y.) 
CD Single 125bpm 

Typical and reasonable follow up to “I Like To Move It”, 
ranting ragga style rap, catchy keyboard riff and your 
hip-hop beats galore. Six, yes six different re-mixes for 
your personal demented dancin’ pleasure. The “94 
Vocal Mix” is the floor special of choice, the other 5 
mixes excluding the radio edit offer some variations on 
the theme. “Mad Stuntman’ which ends out the cd is a 
very heavy dance hall cut which should appeal to all 
the dreds in the house.*** 


Sinead O’connor - “Universal Mother” (EMI - Canada) 
CD 

I’m really not into hearing her political views but when 
it comes to hearing her sing that’s 

another story. This cd is very laid back throughout with 
only about three cuts that may even be considered for 
club play, but with a little bit of daringness you might 
arouse your club listeners with a complete change of 
pace. The cuts that | prefer are “Fire On Babylon’, “All 
Apologies’, and the one | think that will really take off 
for her, “Thank You Hearing Me’”.*** 


C + C Music Factory - “Do You Wanna Get Funky” 
(Sony - U.S.A.) 12" 103bpm 

This is a really funky cut as far as I’m concerneg, it feels 
like the Chic of the 90’s. Very 

strong black female vocals ala Marsha Wash, my 
favourite musical content of choice if you haven't 
noticed already, and a low down butt grindin’ tempo. 
For those of you who like to move a little faster than 
103bpm there is a re-mix on the second single that 
might appeal to you, clocking in at 126bpm. It doesn't 
sound anything like the single but has some groovin’ 
potential. Don’t bother with the full cd it is pure crap, 


12-9 MONDAY - FRIDAY 


by Mibee 


“Do You Wanna Get Funky” is the only cut of value. 
sire Pe 


Blur- “Girls & Boys” (EMI - U.S.A.) 12" 126bpm approx. 
The tongue, twisting, gender confusing, multi format 
smash feat. re-mixes by the Pet Shop Boys. A good Hi- 
Energy guitarafied dance cut that should be doing 
great in the gay bars right about now, it kind of has a 
rough Dead Or Alive vocal feel to it. It has a nice beat 
and it’s easy to dance to, | give it a..... *** 


Orbital - “Snivilisation” (Polygram-Canada) CD 

For the ambient techno buffs here’s another by the 
masters themselves. Most of the cuts on this release 
are a little too sparse and unusual for me except “Sad 
But True” 113bpm and “Crash and Carry” 137bpm. 
“Sad But True” has a great percussion track with a great 
low bass rumble that will really move you.to the floor or 
the bathroom. “Crash & Carry” is an excellent hi- 
energy trance cut that sizzles all the way through, you 
can really butrn some calories on this one.***1/2 
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Growing up Gay 
in Rural Alberta 


Cont'd from page 21) 


notes there are similarities in their 
experiences. All of them had to 
move away from the town and 
drugs and alcohol were also a 
big part of trying to cope for one 
of them, he says. As he recalls 
his high school years in 
Bonnyville, flashes of anger 
appear in his eyes. 


“I'm angry that there was nothing 
there to help me. You're really 
scared to talk to anyone,” he 
says. “If you talk to your parents, 
they flip out.” Most small towns 
don’thave anyone to talk to about 
the issues surrounding 
homosexuality, he says. “There’s 
that ‘guilty by association’ 
syndrome.” Mark says he would 
really like to get up a gay and 
lesbian support centre in the 
Bonnyville area, to provide 
support for people in the 
surrounding area. He says he 
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knows there are enough gays 
and lesbians inthe area to warrant 
such a group. 


“If | could have gone to (a support 
centre) | would have,” he says. 
Caution would be needed if one 
were to set up such a centre, he 
notes, because people are always 
worried about the ‘recruiting’ of 
youth. There are youth who are 
confused and depressed 
because they worry they might 
be gay orlesbian, Mark says, and 


Most small towns 
don’t have anyone 
to talk to about 
the issues 
surrounding 
homosexuality 


if there were a centre where they 
could talk about their concerns 
withoutfear, drinking, drug abuse, 
and even suicide might not be 
the first choice for these youth. 
“This way, they are sure of it 
either way,” he says. 


While Mark has come out to most 
of the people in his life, he has yet 
to talk to his father about his 
homosexuality. It’s one of the 
few things he has left to deal with 
here.“I’ve dealt with everything 
(in Bonnyville),” he says. “The 
Only one who can bash me is 
me.” 


“| haven’t had a lot of bad 
experiences with homophobia,” 
Mark notes. He says he sees 
homophobia as the reaction of 
people who “see that they’re 
attracted to the same sex and 
have to gay bash out of fear.” 
Homosexuality is a choice, to 
some extent, he adds. “I could 
have forced myself to marry a 
woman and have kids,” he says. 


He chose not to live his life as a 
lie anymore because “it would 
have killed me.” 


When confronted with the 
opinion that homosexuality is 
fine, as long as it is kept in the 
closet, Mark has a strong 
response. If heterosexuals want 
homosexuals to hide their 
emotions and actions away, then 
heterosexuals should not flaunt 
their sexuality, either. 

Mark says he feels it’s just as 
inappropriate for people of either 
orientation to flaunt their 
sexuality in public. While on the 
topic of sexuality, Mark is quick 
to point out that the sentiment of 
gays being responsible for the 
spread of AIDS is ridiculous. 


“We practice safe sex more often 
than the straight community,” he 
says. At all events put on by the 
gay and lesbian community, 
condoms and safe sex literature 
are handed out, he points out. 
“We knowwhat's safe and what's 
not.” 


He’s currently enjoying life in the 
city. He spends his time at work, 
taking walks, reading all sorts of 
books, and visiting with friends. 
“I'm single and enjoying it. | was 
very co-dependent for a while 
when | first came out. Now I’m 
just exploring myself day by day,” 
he says, which is nothing out of 
the ordinary for most people in 
their twentiies, he adds. 


Growing up gay in a town like 
Bonnyville was not the easiest 
thing to have to go through, he 
concludes. “I tried to keep it 
hidden as well as possible. Now 
| try to be myself,” Mark says. 
“?’'m not going to hide it now.” 

(This article was reprinted with 
permission trom the Bonnyville 
Nouvelle, Bonnyville, Alberta) 


Relationship 


Advice: 


by Dr Bob Johnstone 


LOOK AT YOUR BEST FRIENDS, male and female. 
WHY do you like them. Make a list. If they are not 
involved, and you have never seriously considered a 
more romantic relationship with them, maybe it should 
be considered. If that is not a possibility, then look fora 
person who is SIMILAR to them, for that relationship, 
extended into a romantic one will be the best possible 
one you could have. 

Many say there are “no good men or women” out 
there, but | know of thousands of them | have met over 
the years. Find out where such men hang out in your 
area, it will NOT be the local bar. Go where you can do 
things -alone- that are in the areas you desire to have fun 
in, if you enjoy swimming, go to the beach. If you enjoy 
sports, particapate or become an active spectator. Join 
clubs which bring people together who have similar 
interests. Several of my clients have met and become 
friends with many people in Photography, Motorcycle, 
Geneology, Computer, Biking, Swiming, Hiking, Stamp 
Collecting, etc clubs. Time in such 
clubs gives you interesting things to do with interesting 
people who do not have their judgement impaired by 
alcohol. If you have your major interest in common, then 
you find other things in common. | have had clients who 
after one ortwo years as members of various clubs found 
the best friends they have ever had. One woman said, 
| never meet women interested in the same things. 
When | asked her if she had ever gone looking to find a 
women interested in such clubs, she admitted she had 
never even gone to such clubs. One surprising interest 
she had was fishing, like my children she had learned to 
love fishing by going with her father. | suggested going 
on fishing excursions at least twice a month. She did, 
met lots of drinkers she did not like, but in less than six 
months met a women who loved fishing as much as she 
did, who also had a lot of other things in common. They 
have been dating for over a year now. 

Check into local “dating services’ go for coffee 
with those who seem to be likely candidates for dating. 
Coffee never obligated anyone, lunch at the most. 
GOOD dating services eliminate a LOT of time looking 
for compatabile individuals IF you fill in the application 
ACCURATELY. If you dont, you do yourself a disservice 
and waste your money. IF the other person you have 
coffee with has obviously lied, don’t see them again. It 
is YOUR time you are wasting, even if not interested in 


a relationship, finding a good friend to spend time with 
is worth MORE than all the money in the world. 
Rememberthe THREE DATES AND YOUARE OUT... 
don't waste time feeling well | dont like this or that and 
they will change forme. NO ONE will ever change for 
you or anyone else, even if they SAY they will, they do 
NOT have the ability to do so, HABITS are habits 
because they are so deeply ingrained they cant be 
changed without MAXIMUM effort, and many times 
only then with profession help. (Look at those who try 
to change eating habits for an example of how difficult 
itcanbe, andthen youREALLY haveto be STRONGLY 
MOTIVATED to begin.) 

MANY of my clients have found long term 
friendships, relationships, and relationships by joing in 
Dating Services and not accepting anything less than 
what is best for them. Yes, they have found that it 
takes time. Yes, they have found many lied, but 
persisted til they found those who were truthful. If they 
are NOT, do you really want that kind of a person for 
a friend? Many have dated even 35-50 plus individuals 
before finding the relationship in spite of going 
thru a dating service, BUT it did cut the chaff from the 
wheat much more effectively than hit or miss just 
meeting others in a bar, etc.. Professional Dating 
Serviceswill help you, they WANT you to be successful, 
if you have problems, discuss them with them, again, 
and again, and again. Change the wording with their 
help in the questionaire if they recommend doing that. 
Be brutally honest about your HOBBIES AND 
INTERESTS. But also review those inthe past which 
you may not have had the time or money to get into. 
What did you want to do when you were 10-16 that you 
never had the money to do, would you like to try that 
today? What did you want to do which parents 
discouraged you from doing because you were “too 
young or inexperienced or they just did not want to 
bother helping you with?” YOU could even discover a 
life that would be MUCH more interesting than the one 
you have been living. 

You can contact Dr. Bob at the following address: 

Dr. Bob Johnstone 

P O Box 5122, Anaheim, CA 

92804 


Please. Support 


the Advertisers 
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My Name is Mac 


(Cont'd from page 19) 


As the time passed, more children were born 
until there were six in all. Life in my prison of the 
fear of discovery became almost unbearable. I had 
several extra marital affairs with women to throw 
the people I thought were watching me off the track, 
but I became obsessed with the need to experience 
some intimate time with other males. 

Finally in one of my dry drunk trips into 
fantasy, I convinced myself that I could have the 
best of both worlds. For my first victim, I selected a 
young man in the recovery program that I was very 
emotionally involved with. We were going to an out 
of town conference, and as we had done this many 
times before, share a hotel room and the bed, he 
didn’t ask any questions. I was a nervous wreck by 
the time we got to bed, but I mustered my courage 
and put my arm around him. Surprise, surprise, he 
responded, it was heaven while it lasted, but when 
it was over, I couldn’t talk to him. Ihad torun. The 
guilt and fear were driving me insane. What if he 
talked? How would I get myself out of this one? I 
went through a hell on earth after that. I couldn’t 
talk to my wife, I couldn’t even look at the kids, I was 
ready to blow my brains out. Then I took what I 
thought was the easier softer way. I arranged a 
business trip to the city via the closest liquor store, 
and a nightmare began that lasted sixteen years. 

During this time, I had broken all contact 
with my family and avoided them at every turn, as 
I was still hiding my drinking and my sexuality from 
them. I had so may relationships and sexual 
involvements that even J needed a program in order 
to know who the players were. I was out on the 
street, but in my gut I was still in the closet. 

The last five years of my drinking things 
really began to turn ugly, particularly me. I became 
more aggressive, and abusive to the few people who 
would still hand around me. It seemed that I was 
always trying to fend off the D.T.’s. I couldn’t sleep 
unless I had drank enough to pass out, and I used to 
wake up at four AM to start the day with a drink 
before the little green men arrived. During this 
period of my drinking , I surrounded myself with a 
group of drunks who needed a supply of booze and a 
place to drink. I would have bought booze for the 
Devil himself if he had hung around and drank with 
me and promised not to leave me alone. An intense 
fear of abandonment had been added to the collection 
of fears that haunted me. 
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At this point, I knew that I was losing my mind, 
and I knew that my next likely stop would be the 
asylum or the grave yard. Both of these ideas scared 
the hell out of me. I knew I had to stop drinking 
somehow. Cold turkey was out of the question, and I 
couldn’t do the hospital thing. After all, I had to 
preserve my dignity. I wasn’t going into an alcoholic 
ward so I tapered off over several days. I had my last 
drink at seven p.m., and tried to sleep, but that was not 
to be. For four days and nights, I sat in a chair except 
for the times I woke laying on the floor my puke, from 
the seizures. It was a very foolish way to quit drinking, 
and I would not recommend this approach to anyone 
trying to quit. The detox method is much safer. 

Finally I made my way to an A.A. meeting. 
Going back was one of the hardest things I have ever 
done in my life. I had to admit to my self, that the 
people who told me that I could never drink again were 
right, andI had been wrong. I had chosen to forget that 
the physical addiction to alcohol never goes away. If we 
are alcoholics, sooner or later booze will take control 
and we will have no choice except to quit or die. 

I had deteriorated so much mentally and 
emotionally that my first two years of sobriety were not 
very happy ones. I was so full of resentment and fear, 
that with out the booze and drugs to take the edge off 
reality, I got no peace at all. I was unwilling to listen 
to the advise of other people in recovery, so I continued 
to hide and suffer. 

Finally I decided that there was no way that I 
could live sober and I was afraid of the results of 
returning to drinking. I know that I would end up in 
a padded cell in a straight jacket. So I decided that 
death was the only way out for me. If I was going tokill 
myself, I didn’t want to make too big of a mess for some 
one else to clean up, but I wanted to make it spectacular 
enough that people would remember me after I was 
gone. I heard a lot of people around A.A. talking about 
God and Higher Powers and a Power Greater than 
ourselves, but I wasn’t having any of that stuff. I was 
a total atheist and before I died I was going to prove 
that I was right. I sat in my chair, shotgun in hand and 
said “God, if you exist you better show yourself right 
now because I’m checking out of here in five minutes”. 
Nothing happened, but for the first time in my life, the 
alligators in my guts had stopped fighting. Something 
had happened. There was a power of some kind at 
work. I didn’t know what it was, but it was real. 

After that experience, my attitude to recovery 
and the recovery program underwent a dramatic 


change. I could relate to other people in anon drinking, 
non-sexual situation for the first time in my fife. I 
attended and still do, regular meeting and special 
interest meetings for Gay people. In these groups I 
found acceptance support and friendship. The feeling 
that I was different and didn’t fit began to disappear, 
and my perception of myself asa member of the human 
race began to improve. I felt much better physically 
and mentally, but I still had an awful battle with the 
fear of discovery of my sexuality. Finally I stumbled on 
an idea. Perhaps I could give the gift of acceptance of 
the way I was created, a homosexual male alcoholic. It 
didn’t feel all that bad. At last, I wasa genuine part of 
creation. Not a freak or a moral degenerate. I was 
exactly what my creator intended me to be. 

Life today is very different than it was when I 
came to Alcoholics Anonymous this time, almost ten 
years have passed, and I have accumulated very little 
of this worlds goods in that time, and will be many 
years clearing up the wreckage of my past, but today 
I have loving friends, and my family all around me. I 
live openly in a meaningful gay relationship, and I 
didn’t have any desire to take a drink today. 

The road I have travelled has had more than it’s 
share of pain and heartbreak, but I would walk it again 
to feel the way I feel today. ....Mac 


Northern Titans Bowling 
Tournament 


Thursday, Nov. 10 Registration 
9 to Midnite - Boots & Saddle 


Friday, Nov. 11 Last Minute 
Registration at Lynwood Bowl 
16127-118 Ave 

Bowling - Singles & Doubles 

11 am to 4 pm - Six games 
Optional Ice Party at Option Room 


Saturday Nov. 12 
Bowling - Team Event - 1 pm to 4 pm 
Ice Breaker Bash at Roost 


Sunday Nov. 13 

Ice Breaker Brunch at the Edmonton Inn 
Contact Joe Achtemichuk at 

(403) 454-1458 for information on the 
Bowling Tournament 


Pink Triangle Youth of Edmonton 


News Break 


Hi. My name is Jaret and I’m the Youth Group Co- 
ordinator. Dennis has asked me that | keep everyone up to 
date on the happenings of the group, so here’s our calendar 
form the next few months... 

October 
1 Guest Speaker: Michael Phair, Alderman 
Topic: Public Office and Political Issues for 
Homosexuals 
8 Birthday Party for Kerry K., Mel, and Sandra S. (In 
absentia) Co-ordinator / Advisor Election 
10 Thanksgiving Day 
Kerry K.’s Birthday 
12 Mel's Birthday 
13 Sandra S.’s Birthday 
15 Guest Speaker: Lorna Murray - Topic: What does 
Michael Phair's Assistant REALLY do, 
and the EVM Guest Speaker: Murray Billette Topic: The 
Edmonton Police Commission on Gay & Lesbian Issues 
22 Workshop: To Be Announced 
29 Social / Orientation 
Hallowe’en Party 
November 
5 Guest Speaker: Scott Bryen (Mr. Alberta Drummer '94) 
Topic: Northern Chaps and the Leather Community 
11 Remembrance Day 
Jaret M.’s Birthday 
12 Social / Orientation 
19 GMOC Safer Sex Workshop for Youth (Gay Men and 
Lesbians welcome!!) 
26 Workshop: To Be Announced 
December 
3 Workshop: To Be Announced 
10 Social / Orientation 
16 Sky J.’s Birthday 
17 Christmas & Sky J.’s Birthday Party 
No more Youth Group meetings until January 7, ‘94. 

The Pink Triangle Youth Group of Edmonton is open 
to anyone 16 years old to 21 years old, and Lesbian, Bisexual 
or Gay. We welcome you, your friends and your families to 
help you sort out your feelings. 

At this time, I'd like to thank my right hand (arm and 
the rest of my body too!!) for the last few months... Sandra 
S. for all the tireless work she gave us. Sandra, on behalf of 
the Youth Group as well as myself.... SNORK!! <giggle> 

Also, for those of you who have attempted to contact 
us through our phone line (488-1574) and found out that it 
has been disconnected, please try again after September 21. 
THE PHONE HAS BEEN RE-CONNECTED!! YAH!! 

If you are an adult reading this article, we can always 
use your help (be it volunteering time, effort, telephone 
contacts or even money)... If you think you can help us out, 
please call 488-1574 and leave a message for myself with 
your name and phone number. 

Thanks for this opportunity, 

Jaret M. 
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AIDS NEWS SERVICE 


Michael Howe, MSLS, Editor 
AIDS Information Center 
VA Medical Center, San Francisco 


Estimated condom failure and frequency of condom 
use among gay men. 

OBJECTIVES. Condomsare designedto bartransmission 
of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), but they 
sometimes fail. This paper explores the effect of 
experience with condoms on condom failure among gay 
men. METHODS. Risk of condom failure (breakage or 
slippage) on a single occasion is estimated for four 
sexual acts reported over 12 months by a sample of gay 
New York City men (n =741). The estimation procedure 
assumes that each episode in which a condom is used is 
an independent event. Evidence is offered to support this 
assumption. RESULTS. Risk of condom failure in a 
single episode was fairly high, particularly in anal 
intercourse, for men who had engaged in each act only 
a few times in the previous year. It declined rapidly with 
experience (e.g., to below 1% for receptive anal 
intercourse after about 10 episodes in the previous year). 
Condoms failed less often in oral than anal sex, but 
estimated risk of failure also decreased with experience. 
CONCLUSIONS. Gay men should be especially cautious 
the first few times they use a condom; after moderate 
experience, however, they may expect a low risk of 
condom failure. 


How often do condoms break or slip off in use? 
Men attending 3 sexually transmissible disease clinics 
and a university health service in Sydney were given a 
questionnaire asking how many condoms they had used 
in the past year and how many broke during application 
or use or slipped off. Respondents were 544 men aged 
18 to 54 years. Of these, 402 men reported using 13,691 
condoms for vaginal or anal intercourse; 7.3% reportedly 
broke during application or use and 4.4% slipped off. 
Men having sex with men reported slightly higherslippage 
rates than those having sex with women. Breakage and 
slippage were unevenly distributed among the sample: a 
few men experienced very high failure rates. A volunteer 
subsample reported 3 months later on condoms supplied 
to them: 36 men used 529 condoms, of which 2.8 broke 
during application or use and 3.4% slipped off. Many of 
these failures pose no risk to the user, especially those 
occurring during application, as long as they are noticed 
at the time, but failure may discourage future use. 
Research is needed to identify user behaviours related to 
breakage. 
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Aspects of comfort and safety of condom. A study of 
two thousand intercourses among volunteer couples. 
Innearly 2,000 intercourses 14 different types of condoms 
were tested by 80 heterosexual and seven homosexual 
volunteer couples. The test couples were generally quite 
experienced in the use of condoms. It appears that the 
condoms rarely (1.3%) ruptured or slipped off during the 
actual intercourse. This means that emphasis must be 
put on consistency and skill in the use of condoms rather 
on technical improvements in the promotion of condoms 
as a means of preventing the spread of sexually 
transmitted infections like HIV. Lubricated condoms and 
condoms that were not too small were preferred by both 
users and their partners. Other condom properties were 
significant but of minor concern for the participants of the 
study. 


Effectiveness of latex condoms as a barrierto human 
immunodeficiency virus-sized particles under 
conditions of simulated use 

Condoms were tested in an in vitro system simulating 
key physical conditions that can influence viral particle 
leakage through condoms during actual coitus. The 
system quantitatively addresses pressure, pH, 
temperature, surfactant properties, and anatomical 
geometry. A suspension of fluorescence-labeled, 110- 
nm polystyrene microspheres models free human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in semen, and condom 
leakage is detected spectrofluoro-metrically. Leakage of 
HIV-sized particles through latex condoms was detectable 
(P less than 0.03) for as many as 29 of the condoms 
tested. Worst-case condom barrier effectiveness (fluid 
transfer prevention) , however, is shown to be at least 
10(4) times better than not using a condom at all, 
suggesting that condom use substantially reduces but 
does not eliminate the risk of HIV transmission. 


HIV infection and the meaning of condoms. 

Present day meanings associated with condom use 
among drug-using women and their long term sexual 
partners include: loss of male protection; violations of 
constructions of intimacy, fidelity, conjugal bonding, and 
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female identity; illness; and death. Efforts to change 
condom use patterns must be based on increased 
vocational, educational, and social opportunities for 
women. HIV prevention efforts might profit from the 
design of safer sex interventions informed by the above 
meanings; intensified mass media campaigns; and a 
re-contextualization of attitudes behaviors, and beliefs. 


Can condom users likely to experience condom 
failure be identified? 

Astudy based ona convenience sample of 177 couples 
who each used 11 condoms found that 103 condoms 
(5.3%) broke before or during intercourse and 67 
condoms (3.5%) slipped off during sex. Couples who 
had not used a condom in the past year were almost 
twice as likely to experience condom failure as were 
couples who had used at least one during that period (p 
< .001). Of the couples who had used a condom in the 
previous year, the failure rate among those who reported 
at least one condom break during that period was more 
than twice the failure rate among those who reported no 
breaks. Among couples who had used condoms in the 
past year without breaking any, those who did not live 
with their partner and those who had a high school 
education or less were at increased risk of condom 
failure (adjusted odds ratios of 3.2 and 2.7, respectively). 


The theory of reasoned action and cooperative 
behaviour: it takes two to use a condom. 

The applicability of the Theories of Reasoned Action 
and Planned Behaviour to the cooperative behaviour of 
condom use were examined. Seventy-one male and 78 
female students, all sexually active unmarried 
heterosexuals aged 17 to 21 years, gave 
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information about their intentions for the next sexual 
encounter, as well as their attitude, subjective norm, 
expectancy-value attitude and subjective norm 
(including normative beliefs for their sexual partner), 
and their past behaviour with respect to condom use. 
After their next sexual encounter, they completed a 
questionnaire on their actual condom use. Results 
indicated that when behavioural conditions including 
the availability of a condomand an agreement with 
the partner to use it were satisfied, intention interacted 
with past behaviour to predict actual behaviour. These 
results imply that intentions which are consistent with 
past behaviour are stable enough to be carried out in 
the face of the interpersonal dynamics of a sexual 
encounter. 


Young adults have lots of sex, lots of partners, yet 
refuse to use condoms 

Men, the unmarried, and those 18 and 19 were the 
most likely to have multiple sex partners. Among 
Whites and African Americans, young people with 
education beyond high school were more likely to 
have multiple partners than those with less education. 
Of those with multiple sex partners, approximately 
40% never used condoms with either primary or 
secondary partners. As the number of secondary 
partners increased, condom use decreased. 
Prevention proposals targeted at young adults typically 
tie protection from AIDS to monogamous commitment. 
These fail to capture the realities of young adults and 
are bound to fail. Even worse, these messages are 
misleading because monogamy for young adults is 
short-lived. 


When in Calgary 
drop in and visit 


“Fable Video 


706 - 9th Street SW 
T2P 2B4 


We Buy, Sell or Trade 
Adult Erotica, Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and TriSexual Titles. 

Phone (403) 292-0299 


True Stories 


Coming Out 
by Gereen R. 


| am not quite sure if my coming out story is rare or 
common. With the stories I’ve heard so far in the gay 
community, my story is rare. Mainly because it’s 
positive. When | accepted the fact that | liked women 
| was around 12. | was a typical tom-boy and | never 
ever wore a dress unless | absolutely had to. | never 
really dated boys and if | did I’d toss them aside within 
a week. They bored me. | would drop little hints 
towards my mom. One big one was when | would put 
men down. Driving their names straight into the 
gutter. “Well you just haven't found the right one yet.” 
my mom would say. | didn’t hate men, but | thought if 
| got my point across that men weren't forme, mymom 
would automatically assume that women were. Never 
worked. | also made it clear to mom that | believed in 
Gay Rights and made sure we watched every movie 
involving homosexuality. The only problem with that 
was that she believed the same too. The age when | 
truly accepted that | was gay was at 17. What! mean 
by that is that | was able to sit down and say aloud “! 
am gay.” to myself of course. The only real emotional 
pain | received from my homosexuality was from 
myself. At nights | would cry myself to sleep. | would 
think of all the terrible things she might do or say to me 
once | told her, and of course how to tell her and when. 
What if she kicks me out, becomes ashamed of me, 
no longer wants me for a daughter, stops hugging and 
kissing me or simply stops loving me? | would stay up 
for hours dwelling on those thoughts. | became 
severely depressed, one thing | couldn't hide from my 
mother she would constantly ask me what was wrong. 
I'd usually make up some dumb excuse because | 
wasn't readyfor her rejection. When my cousin came 
to visit me from Calgary my attitude changed drastically. 
He too is gay. He introduced me to The Roost. My 
mom knew what kind of bar it was but she also knew 
that Dale was gay, but she did ask me why | wanted to 
go. To this day | think my answer was brilliant. | told 
her in the gay bars there is no pressure from men “I 
don’t have to worry about being mauled by a man, 
because he’s not interested in me. | can relax and 
have a good time.”. | think what really made mom 
wonder was when Dale went back to Calgary and | was 
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still going to The Roost. | was in the bathroom fixing 
myself upto go to The Roost when my mom finally asked 
me. She was sitting on the toilet. “Gereen, can | ask you 
a question?” | don’t know how | knew what the question 
was going to be but | could feel it coming. | smiled a 
nervous smile and said “Yeeessssss....”. She sat there 
for a few seconds and watched me mousse my hair to 
deaththen continued. “Are yougay?” Eventhough! was 
expecting the question, the fact that she actually asked 
it threw me off my feet. | had been waiting for this for a 
good year and a half and here it was staring me straight 
in the face. | could have easily said “No.” and released 
myself from an awkward situation but | didn’t. | was tired 
of hiding. It was driving me crazy, she needed to know. 
| needed her to know, but | also didn’t want to answer her 
too quickly in case she wasn't serious. So | blurted out 
my first defensive response, “I refuse to answer that 
question!” Now that | think about it, it was a rather stupid 
response because my mom simply said, “You just did.” 
With a grin on her face that | couldn't quite place. Was 
it anger, sadness, calmness or disappointment? | wasn't 
sure. “Mother, this isn’t the place to be talking about 
this.” Not that | wasn’t going to feel awkward wherever 
| was, but out of all the places I’d pictured coming out to 
my mother, this was NOT one of them. Especially while 
she was sitting on the toilet. “Well, okay then. Go in the 
living room and wait for me, I'll be out in a few seconds.” 
Within that short walk | began to shake. All of the fears 
| possessed, all the horror stories I'd heard came flooding 
into full view. Mom sat down in her chair, lit a cigarette, 
and said “Well?” | couldn't say it yet. She had to ask me 
again, to make sure that it was real. “Well, what?!” | 
answered. She looked at me kinda weird, but she knew 
what | wanted to hear. “Are you gay?” | closed my eyes 
really tight clenched my fists and said, “Yes, | am.” | was 
waiting to hear a scream, an object being tossed across 
the room, a hand across my face, anything but... “Okay, 
| just wanted to know...” | opened my eyes, after | 
realized what she’d just said, mouth open tongue hanging 
out. “That's it??!” | yelled in shock. “What did you 
expect?” | just stared at herl had no idea what to say 
next. “Listen, you're still my daughter, you being gay 
doesn't change that. ‘Sides I’ve know for years. | knew 
you were never going to tell me, and | was getting sick of 
you moping around and knowing why. | still love you.” 
For another hour we talked. | told her all of my fears, we 
hugged, we cried, we grew closer. Yeah, yeah | know. 
Perfect little family. Don’t it make you sick. 


(Cont'd on page 43) 


Edmonton-~ Vocal ~ Minority 


presents 


Vocal Vitality 


fund raising gala 


Saturday October 29 1994 7:00 pm 
Catalyst Theatre 10943 - 84 Ave. 


Entertainment! Open Bid Auction! 
Fun! Food! Friends! 


EVM and Guest Performers 


$15.00 Advance 
$17.00 Door 
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Heather Bishop 


Canadian singer-songwriter 
with 


Edmonton Vocal Minority 


Sponsored by 


cec i Al 


Saturday November 26 1994 8:00 pm 


Garneau Theatre 8712 - 109 st. 
Sign Language Interpreter 


$10.00 Regular Advance 
$8.00 Low Income Advance 
$12.00 all tickets at the Door 


PEPTIC IK II RK HT KKH KK KKK KKK KK 


Tickets for both productions available through: 
Front Page 10846 - Jasper Avenue 


Boystown Cafe & Gallery 
10116 - 124 Street 


Edmonton Vocal Minority members 


A Liberal Viewpoint 


(Cont'd from page 11) 

disband it altogether. On behalf of the Alberta 
Liberal Caucus, Justice Critic Gary Dickson made 
a presentation to the review panel recommending 
that the Commission be strengthened, that sexual 
orientation be included in the Act, and that the 
definition of physical disability be expanded to 
include persons who may be carriers of an infectious 
agent (e.g. HIV). No doubt to the government's 
surprise, all of these recommendations were 
adopted by the review panel in its recent report. 
However, Community Development Minister Gary 
Mar has made it clear that the recommendations 
regarding sexual orientation won't be acted upon 
while the government continues to fight the Vriend 
decision in the courts. 


Thus we in Alberta find ourselves fighting 
virtually the last battle in a 25-year struggle for 
equality. It is a frustrating and discouraging 
situation. Nonetheless, | believe the end is in 
sight. The legislation being enacted everywhere 
else in the country indicates that public opinion 
has turned in favour of gay rights, a conclusion 
supported by every poll recently done on the 
subject. 


Furthermore, the accumulation of court 
decisions stating that the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms prohibits discrimination on the basis 
of sexual orientation is becoming overwhelming. 
It seems almost certain that the Vriend decision 
will be upheld by the Court of Appeal (and, if 
necessary, by the Supreme Court of Canada) 
and the government will be forced to concede 
that the IRPA does in fact cover sexual 
orientation, as is already recognized by the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission. One way 
or another, the government of this province will 
be forced to recognize that equal right for gays. 
and lesbians are here to stay. | hope that we 
can then begin to heal our divisions and work 
towards becoming a truly tolerant and 
understanding community. 


‘The Imperial Sovereign Court of 
the LOild Rose 


Empress XIX Gretchen and Emperor XIX Jim 


We would like to welcome all members of our community to participate in 
our activities this year. 
Welcome our New Imperial Crown Prince XIX Horst 
and 
Imperial Crown Princess XIX Natasha 


THE OTHER PLA 


Bay 3 & 4, 5579 - 47 Street, Red Deer 


Located in the Cronquist Business Park 
(403) 342-6440 


Monday - Saturday 4PM-2 AM 
Sunday 3 PM-11 PM 


D.J. Friday and Saturday 


Celebrating Our 1st Anniversary 
Friday, November 4 
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The Corn & The Tokens Stop Here 


Coronation ‘94 
by Gib Adams 


The culmination ofa years reign took place on Saturday. 
August 20 at the Edmonton Convention Centre. 
Outgoing Emperor and Empress 18 of the Imperial 
Sovereign Court of the Wild Rose (ISCWR), Toni 
Curtis and Marsha Black presented Coronation *94 - 
Bunnies in Bondage - A Tribute to the Ice Capades. 


To all you virgin’s out there - those who have never 
“balled”, abriefexplanation 

is due. The Emperor and | 
Empress and the resulting 
Ball are because of a court 
system that originated in San 
Francisco many years ago. 
Anyone who wishes to run 
for Emperor or Empress 
must be a valid Court 
member. (Memberships are [| 
sold for a small fee). Just as 
with any leadership race, a 
campaign results from the & 
voters making the final 
decision. Once voted in the 
Emperor and Empress reign 
for a year, raise money, 


travel to out of town courts and then end their year with 


a ball. 


This years ball had an attendance of about 240 people. 
Anadded bonus to Coronation *94 was the participation 
of Decade Monarchs Emperor IX Buster Boxx and 
Empress IX Lulu Larude. (Meaning that they were the 
reigning Monarchs 10 years ago). 


The ball consisted of the following sets: 


Set One: “Bunnies In Bondage” held the entrance of the 
current monarchs Toni Curtis and Marsha Black, along 
with Imperial Crown Prince 18: Jim McBride and 
Imperial Crown Princess 18 Gretchen. The first set was 
also available for any in town businesses and 
organizations who wished to do the walk. 


Set Two: “A Tribute to the Ice Capades” hosted the 
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entrance of Candidates for Emperor and Empress. While 
the trend in Edmonton has always been that the candidates 
for Empress outnumber those for Emperor, this year’s 
ball was a change from the norm. Ms Gretchen may have 
been the sole contender for Empress but she managed to 
have several suitors who wished to reign by her side. 
Candidates entered for Emperor 19 were: Jim Wilkinson, 
Jim McBride and Don Doran. Set two also held the 
entrance of Out of Town Courts 
(both U.S.A., and Canada) and 
the collage of Monarchs. 


Set Three: “The Decade of Dirty 
Diamonds” was hosted by 
Emperor IX Buster Boxx and 
| EmpressIX Lulu Larude. Being 

| the host’s of the decade this 
# was a welcome back to Lulu 
and Buster who no longer live 
in Edmonton. As the Virginia 
Slims ad says “You’ve Come a 
long way baby” 


@) Set Four: “The Walks” ends 
the four sets with Curtis and 
Marsha and their out of town counterparts also walking. 


In between each set of walks were the command 
performances. At a ball a command performance is 
formally requested by the exiting Monarchs, and the 
Prince and Princess. Other performances were done by 
groups and candidates. Although there were many fine 
numbers a few do stand out. Justine Tyme did a fabulous 
rendition of Annie Lennox’s - Little Bird, Twiggy did an 
over the top Natalie Cole performing Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds. Ty Morgan almost managed to break out into 
a sweat wielding a leather whip during his number. 


As with any contest many times personalities win votes. 
This year was perhaps an exception. Both Prince and — 
Princess Jim and Gretchen put ina full year of work to get 
their votes. And guess what boys and girls fairytales do 
have a happy ending. Please welcome Emperor XIX Jim 
McBride and Empress XIX Gretchen of Edmonton. 
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Edmonton, Alberta 
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Christianity and 
Homosexuality: 


A Bibliography 


Sexuality and Spirituality 
by Rev. Charles Bidwell 


Donnelly, Dody H. 
Radical Love: An Approach to Sexual Spirituality. 
Minneapolis: Winston Press, 1984. 

Donnelly, Professor of Theology, San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, presents an enjoyable and 
exciting exploration of how sexuality and spirituality 
interrelate. The book examines how we got into our 
current divided sexual-spiritual view; how philosophy 
and theology have culturally conditioned male and 
female self-image; what biology, psychology, and 
philosophy say about sexuality; how prayer helps us to 
learn how to accept God's love; how radical love can 
fuse sex and spirit; how our warped ideas of God make 
it difficult for us to relate intimately with God; how alow 
opinion of your body relates to poor self-image; how 
the image of God as Lover can heal the images of both 
self and God that shape our actions; how we can live 
our Sexual spirituality; how homosexuality, marriage, 
and celibacy enter this picture; and much more as the 
table of contents indicate. 


Nelson, James B. 

Embodiment: An Approach to Sexuality and Christian 
Theology. 

Minneapolis: Augsburgh, 1978. 

Nelson, Professor of Christian Ethics, United 
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, addresses 
theological ethics applied to human sexuality in a 
readable and beautiful way that sets a standard for 
Christian discussion of the issues. The book shows that 
sexuality is as central to our humanity as itis to ourlove 
of God. It presents both traditional and unconventional 
sexuality issues within the context of God’s grace. It 
presents empirical data, ethical method, and theological 
perspective to help all Christians think constructively 
about human sexuality. Chapters include: 2. 
Embodiment in sexual theology, 5. Love and sexual 
ethics; 7. Morality of sexual variations, 8. Gayness and 
Homosexuality: Issues for the church; 9. The sexually 
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disenfranchised; 10. The church as sexual community. 


Nelson, James B. 

Between Two Gardens: Reflections on Sexuality and 
Religious Experience. 

New York: Pilgrim Press, 1983. 

This book moves on from sexual theology’s 
question of ‘what does our faith (Bible, tradition) say 
about human sexuality’ to explore ‘what our experience 
as human beings created in God's image informs us 
about the way we do theology, read Scripture, interpret 
tradition, etc.’ 

Nelson sees us as living between the Erotic Garden, 
where there is no bodily shame, where people delight in 
the embodiedness and sensuality of all of nature (as 
seen in the Song of Songs), where male and female are 
partners with no hint of hierarchy and no guilt of 
exploitation, and the Garden of Eden, where the Fall 
shows up in sexist dualism and shame in nakedness. The 
emphasis on sin-redemption centered spirituality has 
given rise to the separation of the body and spirit. 
Existence in the Garden of Eden has been the predominant 
expression of Christianity, but Nelson sees us returning 
tothe Erotic Garden. Onthe cutting edge of this movement 
are lesbian women and gay men, Third World persons, 
racial and ethnic minorities, and other attempting to 
break the stranglehold of sexism and body/spirit dualism. 

It stresses that our embodiment as sexual beings 
(and all the variety that encompasses) is a reflection of 
God's continuing Incarnation. 

Scanzoni, Letha and Mollenkott, Virginia 
Is the Homosexual My Neighbor? 
San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1978. 

These two Christian women examine the gospel 
and discover their Christian responsible way of dealing 
with people who have a sexual orientation that is not 
heterosexual. 


United Church of Canada 
In God's Image ... Male and Female. 
Toronto: United Church of Canada, 1980. 

This excellent study program on human sexuality 
is intentionally incomplete and engages readers in 
explorations, reflections and affirmations. Chapters deal 
with: ‘Sexuality - What is and what might be’, ‘Sexuality 
and the Bible’, ‘On being sexual persons’, ‘Expressing 
our sexuality’, ‘Sexuality and persons in particular 
circumstances’, Guidelines for making decisions/choices 
in relationships and behaviour are presented in the 
chapter dealing with expressing our sexuality. 


United Church of Canada 


Faith and Sexuality. 
Toronto: United Church of Canada, 1981. 


United Church of Canada 

Gift, Dilemma and Promise: a report and affirmations 
on human sexuality. 

Toronto: United Church of Canada, 1984. 

This study resource addresses four areas: 1. the 
meaning of sexuality (Chapter 2: Sexuality and Selfhood), 
2. morality and meaning in sexual relationships (Chapter 
3: Marriage; Chapter 4: Intimacy), 3. achapteron Sexism, 
Society, Self; and 4. a chapter on Sexual Orientation. 
Each chapter presents a description of the present situation 
(issues and various attitudes people have expressed), 
stories from life illustrating these attitudes and dilemmas 
in personal accounts, questions for study and discussion, 
insights from the scriptures as related biblical passages 
are explored, and finally, acknowledgments of the social 
and personal realities in which we Christians live, and 
‘affirmations’ which are guidelines which the 30th General 
Council approved. Appendix 2 gives ‘The Bible and 
Homosexuality’ by Dr. Vern Fawcett, Professor of Old 
Testament, Emmanuel College, Toronto. 


Homosexuality 

There are many academic and scientific references 
available dealing with homosexual orientation and they 
can help to release us of many myths and to correct 
misinformation we may have on this subject, especially 
the myth that it can be taught, caught, or chosen. 


Babuscio, Jack 

We Speak for Ourselves: Experiences in Homosexual 
Counselling 

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1976. 

This text provides information and advice for 
heterosexuals, troubled homosexuals and their families 
and friends. It gives insights into the ways homosexuals 
view themselves and their status as citizens of a world in 
which institutions are designed to meet the needs of only 
a heterosexual society. The chapters range from stigmas, 
labels andthe experience of being different and oppressed 
for it, to considerations of the problems of marriage and 
parenting and the risks and rewards of coming out and 
coming together. 


Bell, A., Weinberg, M., and Hammersmith, 
Sexual Preference: Its Development in Men and Women. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1981. 


Borhek, Mary V. 
My Son Eric: A mother struggles to accept her gay son 
and discovers herself.,New York: Pilgrim Press, 1979. 


Hart, J. and Richardson, D. 
The Theory and Practice of Homosexuality. 
London: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd., 1981. 


Journal of Homosexuality. 

New York (28 East 22 St., NY 10010): Haworth Press. 
John P. De Cecco, PhD, Editor, Center for Research 
and Education in Sexuality, San Francisco State 
University. 


Koertge, Noretta, PhD (Editor) 

Nature and Causes of Homosexuality: A Philosophic 
and Scientific Inquiry. Volume 3 of the Monograph 
Series, Research on Homosexuality. 

New York: Haworth Press, 1981. 


Marmor, Judd (Ed) 
Homosexual Behavior: A Modern Reappraisal. 
New York: Basic Books, 1980. 


McWhirter, David P., MD and Mattison, Andrew M., 
MSW, PhD. 

The Male Couple: How Relationships Develop. 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1984. 


Paul, W.; Weinrich, J.D.; Gonsiorek; Hotvedt, M. 
(Editors) 

Homosexuality: Social, Psychological, and Biological 
Issues. 

Final report of the Society for the Psychological Study 
of Social Issues’ Task Force on Sexual Orientation. 
London: Sage, 1982. 


Homosexuality and Christianity 


Almost all of the problems homosexually oriented persons 
face are caused by social stigma and oppression 
(heterosexism and homophobia) which has often come 
from the belief that God forbids such an orientation and 
that these feelings of revulsion are justified by Christian 
teachings. These texts clarify the issue and give personal 
and historical as well as social perspectives to it. 


Boswell, John. 
Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980. 


Boyd, Malcolm. 
Take Off The Masks. 
New York: Doubleday, 1978. 


Goss, Robert 


Jesus Acted Up: A Gay and Lesbian Manifesto 
San Francisco, CA: HarperCollins, 1993 
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Shaky Tips for a Relationship 


THE FASCINATING WAY TO WELCOME AMAN/ 
WOMON WHEN SHe COMES HOME FROM 
WORK (We have altered the wording - tongue in 
cheek. This is actually altered text from a Home 
Economics guide used in during the 1950's :ed) 


GET YOUR WORK DONE: Plan your tasks with an 
eye of the clock. Finish or interrupt them an hour 
before your lover is expected. Your anguished cry, 
“Are you home already?” is not exactly a warm 
welcome. 


HAVE DINNER READY: Plan ahead, even the 
night before to have a delicious meal, on time. This 
is a way of letting your partner know that you have 
been thinking about him/her and are concerned 
about lovies needs. Most lovers are hungry when 
they come home and the prospects of a good meal 
are part of the warm welcome needed. 


PREPARE YOURSELF: Take 15 minutes to rest 
so you will be refreshed for the arrival. This will also 
make you happy to see him/her instead of too tired 
to care. Turn off the worry and be glad to be alive 
and grateful for that person who is going to walk in. 
While you are resting you can be thinking about 
your F.W. assignment and all you can do to make 
that person happy and give that darling’s spirits a 
lift. When you arise, take care of your appearance. 
Touch up your makeup, put a ribbon in your hair 
and be fresh looking. Your lover has just been with 
a lot of work-weary people. Be a little gay and a 
little more interesting. 


CLEAR AWAY THE CLUTTER: Make one last trip 
through the main part of the house just before your 
husband (?) arrives, gathering up school books, 
toys, paper, etc. in a bucket or wastebasket and 
put them in the back bedroom for sorting later. 
Then run a dustcloth over the tables. SHe will feel 
he has reached a haven of rest and order and it will 
give you 

a lift too. Having the house in order is another way 
of letting lovey know that you care andhave planned 
for this homecoming. 


MINIMIZE ALL NOISE: Especially give heed to this 
if SHe has to join rush hour traffic. At the time of his 
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arrival eliminate noise of washer, dryer, dishwasher 
or vacuum. 

BE HAPPY TO SEE YOUR DREAM PERSON: Greet 
your lover with a warm smile and act glad. Tell lovey 
that it is good to have him/her home. This may make 
her day worthwhile. If there is any romance leftin you, 
SHe needs it now. 


SOME DON'TS: Don’t greetyour lover with problems 
and complaints. Solve the problems you can before 
SHe gets home and save those you must discuss 
until later in the evening. Also, don’t complain if SHe 
is late for dinner. Count this as a minor problem when 
compared with what SHe might have gone through 
that day. 


MAKE HIM/HER COMFORTABLE: Have your 
partner lean back into a comfortable chair or suggest 
SHe lie down in the bedroom. Have a cool or warm 
drink ready. Arrange the pillow and offer to massage 
his/her neck and shoulders. Don’t insist on this 
however. Turn on musicifitis one of his/her pleasures. 
Speak in a soft, soothing, pleasant voice. 


LISTEN WHEN SHe SPEAKS: You may have a 
dozen things to say, but this is not the moment to do 
so. Let your lover talk first, then SHe will be a more 
responsive listener later. 


THE GOAL: Try to make your home a place of peace 
and order where your partner can be renewed in body 
and spirit. Then add to this the application of all the 
principles of Fascinating WoMANhood and your lover 
™ will want to come home (that’s in italics) SHe will 
rather be with you than with anyone else in the world 
and will spend whatever time sapre time with you. 
This is the way to bring a lover home to your side, not 
by pressure, persuasion or moral obligation. 


GAYLINE_\/\\w 


486-9661 


a central information and voice mailbox service 


Times .10 Marker Place 
Mail 10 Times .10, Marketplace, Box 972, Edmonton, AB, T7J 2L8 


Market Place classified advertising is accepted in the following categories only: Real Estate Agents, 
Apartments, Houses, Travel Accommodations, Business Opportunities, Employment, Mail 


Order, Legal, Medical. 


Payment must accompany the advertisement. No abbreviations allowed. Advertising of a sexual nature 
will not be accepted. All advertising is subject to approval. Services and products are not tested, and 
appearance of advertising does not imply, nor does it constitute endorsement by Times .10 Magazine. 
The following are the published prices for Market Place classified advertising: $3.00 per line ( 30 
characters per line including spaces and punctuation ). Minimum charge of $12.00 plus GST. Deadline 
for copy is the 28th day of the month prior to publication. We publish February, April, June, August, 


October, December. 


House/Office Cleaning 


Free estimates at a reasonable rate. Per- 
sonal service for home or office cleaning. 
Many years of experience. References avail- 
able. Call 425-7391 


Computer Assistance 


Personal service with computer setup or 
trouble-shooting. Free estimate at market 
rates. Installation of new software or operat- 
ing system. Computer cleaning. PC orcom- 
patible only. Call 424-5736 


For Rent 


Roommate Wanted: to share 3 bedroom 
downtown (low “teens / Jasper)walkup 
apartment with gay male. 1100 sq feet, plug- 
in parking, rent is $325, D/D is $200, utilities 
average $40/ month. Quiet building. Seeking 
employed and responsible male. 
Call 482-7975. 


Please 
Support 
the Advertisers 
who make 
Times .10 
possible 
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True Stories 


(Cont'd from page 32) 


Coming Out 
by Dace D. 


What was my coming out like? Well Honey, let 
me tell you! It was no picnic, that’s for DAMN 
sure! When | came out, | was one mixed up 
trani! | knew from a very early age that | was 
attracted to men, but was told that only girls 
could like boys. So there you go! | was in the 
WRONG body. | went on with this dream that | 
felt would never come true until the age of 14 
when | was seeing a psychologist (for unrelated 
issues). By this time, | sort of knew about 
homosexuality, but my gender confusion was 
so great that | blocked this from my mind. | 
continued to fantasize vainly of long flowing 
hair, a 36-24-34 figure and a finely chiseled 
face. | really liked her (the psychologist), and 
told her a lot of big secrets about myself. 
Eventually | told her of my dream, and to my 
surprise, she told me it WAS possible. Honey, 
| was the happiest little Homo that ever walked 
the Earth! She told me a bit of what would 


happen, how it was to be done, and how much 
it would cost. | was ecstatic! Especially wnen 
she told me the name of thismiracle... 
TRANSEXUAL!!! 

So | started to build up my courage, and about 
one week later, inmy parents’ bedroom, pacing 
while mom sat on the edge of the bed, | blurted 
out my destiny... “I’m a Transsexual, and | want 
hormones!” There! | said it! | was sooooo 
relieved! Finally they’d understand my dilemma, 
and happily take me to a doctor so modern 
technology could fix me! But instead of this big 
Emmy Award winning scene where mom jumps 
up and embraces me with tears of joy in her 
eyes, knowing that she could help her child, 
she sat on her bed and bluntly said, “NO!” 


had, for when | started to argue with her, she 
kept her cool and never once seemed to let my 
pleasure phase her. Eventually she told me 
that “It's a phase you're going through. It'll 
pass.” Now that was a slap inthe face! Adding 
insult to injury! | swallowed my pride and left. 
For appearances sake | tried dating girls (not 
that much though. | just wasn't interested.) and 
eventually had my first homosexual experience. 


Why Use Only Half of Your Computer 
When You Can Use it All NOW with OS/27 


J. A. Long Consulting offers a variety of services designed to 
help you get the most out of you computer at home or at the office. 
- OS/2 installations 
- System performance tuning 
- Hardware upgrades 
- Tutorials on OS/2 and other major applications 


- Trouble shooting 


We also do DOS and Windows 


Run your Windows, DOS and OS/2 applications with the operating system 
which Byte magazine awarded the 1994 Software Product of the Year. Call 
us for further information at 454-2234, or leave a message on the BBS. 


J. A. Long Consulting 
Database and System Management 
454-2234 (Voice) 453-5711 (BBS) 
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Lyon's Empire 
Play Safe Top Ten Videos 


1. The Abduction 

2. Callin the Wild 
3. Powerload 

4. Shadow in the Night 
5. Total Corruption 

6. Driving Hard 

7. Overload 

8. Jackaroos 

9. Trade Off 

10. Kiss Off 


WOW! I never did like my equipment because 
| still wanted to be a girl, but boy did that 
change!! If actually becoming comfortable 
with my gender and sexuality wasn’t enough, 
then becoming a Drag Queen was the icing on 
the cake! You may think I’m contradicting 
myself, but if you see it my way you'd 
understand. Drag fulfills my need to be a 
woman, | never feel better than when! do ina 
dress with platforms (a Godsend!), falsies and 
awig, but every now and then | get the urge for 
the operation. Fortunately it doesn’t last long, 
but one day, in the future, | just might have to 
go through with the operation, and if that day 
comes, | hope that | can live with and accept 
myself. So there you go, this is me. 

PS 

| don't think | have attitude in adress. If |do— 
tell me, because | don’t want to be a bitch, and 
if you see me in the bar, come say hi! | may 
seem distant and bitchy at first, but really I’m 
just shy and if |seem rude, I’m sorry. Love you 
and bye-sexual. 


Catalyst Theatre 


Proudly Presents 
the Second Annual 


"Loud and Queer Cabaret" 


Sunday, November 27th 
7:30 Door - 8:00 pm Curtain 


$12.00 Advance - $15.00 at the Door 
10943 -84 Avenue 


For Information and Tickets 431-1750 


I Dont See 


by Al Lawrence 


The blind man cannot tee 
The light that circles in the dark; 
He wonders if it could be, 


The Wind man walks alone 
Trough an endless night. 
Disbelieving at that is unknown, 


The blind man doubts without seeing 
er the blind man cannot see 
‘The light that circles in the night. 
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